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So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord,
continue to live your lives in him.
Colossians 2:6 (NIV)

S h y i r a Tr u s t
Registered Charity Number 1118979

Patron: The Rt Revd Paul Bayes, Bishop of Liverpool
Hon President: Prof Allan Hobson MBE

Supporting people in North West Rwanda, Africa

r e l i ev i n g p ov e r t y
a d v a nc i ng e d u c at i o n
p r e s e r v i n g a nd p r ot ec t i n g g o o d h e al t h
Mothers Union
Aim: To support MU members in serving their communities
Achieved:
•
•
•

Members supported with bedding and kitchen utensils
Training of 25 MU trainers from all over the Diocese
Successful Revolving Goat Loan project

Challenges:
•
•

To extend the MU support across Kivu diocese
To work through the Gisenyi MU to help the most needy
parts of the diocese

Butaka Parish Church
Aim: To provide a church in Butaka

Achieved:
•
•

Building completed
Worshipping community in church

Challenges:
•

Fund windows, doors and flooring

Groupe Scolaire Secondary School
•

Continuing to support needy students in Shyira

Primary Schools
Aim:
•

To support school ministry by providing equipment,
school materials and evangelistic outreach

How YOU can help
See our website:
Email us for further information:
Donations may be sent to:
Donate online:
Like us on Facebook:

http://www.shyiratrust.org.uk
shyira-06@shyiratrust.org.uk
Shyira Trust, Secretary: Ken Davies
53 Stapleton Road, Formby, Liverpool L37 2YT
https://www.stewardship.org.uk/partners/shyiratrust
https://www.facebook.com/shyiratrust

Vicar – Revd Dr Matt Davis
From the Vicarage
Dear Friends
By the time you read this, the airwaves will be full of Christmas music. Advent has started,
there are just over twenty shopping days left before Christmas Day and, whether we want to
or not, it’s time to “get in the mood”. Classic FM will be playing endless choral music recorded
by the likes of King’s College Cambridge while other radio stations will have back-to-back
tracks from albums sounding like “Now That’s What I Call the Best Christmas Album in the
World … Ever!”
In a few weeks last minute shoppers and shopkeepers will be getting ever more stressed. At
some point during their retail anti-therapy, Wizzard will be heard singing, “Oh I wish it could be
Christmas every day!” If people were to pause for a moment and listen to the lyrics blaring
down on them, I think whole shops would reply, “No … no, we don’t. Christmas one day a year
is more than enough, thank you very much.”
At this point I should explain that I don’t want to complain about how we celebrate Christmas.
Instead, I want to say that as a vicar I’m very glad we celebrate Christmas only once a year!
This relief isn’t due to the amount of effort and stress that goes into planning Advent and
Christmas services, but what we get out of Christmas.
There’s a danger with anything good that if we experience it more often, it loses something of
its joy and delight, its wonder and significance. In the Church’s calendar we’re given a period
once a year when we can focus our thoughts and meditate on the significance of Christmas.
Of course, we can think about this at any time of the year, but at least once a year we stop and
think specifically about what Christmas means.
John writes this at the start of his gospel account:
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. (John 1:14)
That simple sounding sentence has an amazing truth: Jesus (the “Word”, i.e., God himself)
became a human being and lived among people. God became a human being! That would be
like an artist becoming part of their painting. I don’t mean an artist drawing themself in a
painting (that happens often enough), but an artist actually becoming paint on a canvas. Such
a thing we can’t get our heads around—it’s impossible! But God has done the impossible in
Jesus: The Creator has come as a creature. This is the miracle of Christmas. And it’s not
because God is vain or wanted to go sight-seeing. No, God did the impossible so he could live
among us and beside us, not distant or far off. God is a social God, a relational God, and he’s
done something impossible so we can get to know him. That’s the wonder and the delight of
Christmas.
(Continued on Page 2)
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My prayer is that we would get to know God better this Christmas and grow in wonder at how
he has accomplished the impossible for each one of us.
With every blessing to you and your loved ones this Christmas,
Matt
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

CHURCH REGISTER FOR NOVEMBER
No baptisms, weddings, funerals, or burials in this month.
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

DATES AND NOTES
SERVICES – The wearing of face coverings and social distancing are no longer necessary in
church. However, it is totally acceptable for those who wish to wear face coverings and socially
distance to continue doing so. A one-way system no longer operates during communion
services. For those still not happy about coming to church, you can watch and listen to our
services on Zoom. Contact the wardens or Jean Cox for details. We are now using the meeting
room for teas and coffees after both 8.30 and 10.30 services.
PRAYER CHAIN – Please contact Philip Lowe if you know of someone who would appreciate
prayer support (p.h.lowe50@btinternet.com).
WHAT’S ON AT ST LUKE’S IN DECEMBER & JANUARY – refer page 12 and weekly news
sheets. Services can be found on page 9 (December) and page 10 (January).
SOUTHPORT SOUP KITCHEN AND FOOD BANK – items for Maggie Elkington ongoing!
HELP NEEDED – to ensure we comply with safeguarding policies we need extra people to
help with Kids@St.Luke’s during the 10.30am services and also extra help at the vicarage on
Sunday evenings for our Youth@St.Luke’s. Please speak with Matt or Liz if you can help.
EXTRA CLEANING HELP – we have a great team on our cleaning rota, but extra help wouldn’t
go amiss. Speak with the wardens if you feel you could offer your services.
NEW BEAVER GROUP FORMED – 18 children joined. As a result of this success the leaders
would now appreciate some extra adult helpers. If you could spare some time, please contact
John on 876456. Beavers (aged 6-8 years) meet on Thursdays in the Meeting Room.
BANANA LEAF CARDS – 3 for £1.00 from June McGibbon or back of church. In aid of
Mothers’ Union, Shyira.
RANGE SCHOOL CAROL CONCERT – Thursday 8th December 7.00pm in church.
CATHEDRAL EVENTS IN DECEMBER – see page 23.
ROTARY CAROL WAGON – check Formby Rotary website for where and when Santa will be
in your area.
WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY – 18th–25th January, see page 10.
WINTER SOLSTICE - December 21st.
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St Luke’s Parish Magazine Team wish all our readers ‘a very
happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year’
GIFTS-TO-FUNDS COFFEE MORNING!
2023 diaries and calendars are appearing in the shops, and we would like you to note that on
Saturday 4th February 10 – 12, we will be having our ‘Gifts-to-Funds’ stall at our ‘Open Door
Saturday’ coffee morning.
It might seem strange to be thinking of the tidying up after the festivities already, but we need
you to hang on to those gifts that you might not use, are too big or too small or might make
you fat (chocolates and sweets always go well!). Keep them safe, then bring them along to our
coffee morning and we will turn them into funds.
Remember – what you are not sure of will be just what someone else has been looking for!
PS. ‘Open Door Saturday’ coffee mornings after Saturday 3rd December (with Christmas
Crafts Stall) will start in the new year on January 21st and continue on 4th and 18th February,
4th March (plus Crafty People),18th March and 1st April (plus Crafty People).
Jean Cox
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Thank
You!
Thank you to everyone who donated children’s books for the YKids book shop, Kingsley & Co
in Bootle. I delivered three very large bags of books to YKids in November, which will be sold
in the bookshop. All books in the shop are priced at £1 and additional stock is very welcome
in the run up to Christmas.
Hillary Griffin
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

SHOEBOX SUCCESS!
I am writing to thank all those kind people who took shoeboxes, filled them, and returned them
to church. There were 62 boxes stacked in the chancel. These have now been delivered to the
local centre at Christ Church in Southport. I am told we are in a recession in the UK, so it is
even more heart-warming to know that people in our community have put their hands in their
pockets to help send shoeboxes on their amazing journey to children around the world.
Unimaginable excitement and hope will be given to them, as they share in God’s love, and in
His good news.
Those who enclosed the £5 donation, may well receive feedback as to where their box went,
but in all cases, I hope to be able to share the report of this year’s appeal sometime in 2023.
A big thank you once more to all who donated.
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David Moore - PCC

NAZARETH, WHERE ARE YOU?
Nazareth, I see you now in my mind’s eye. The Angel Gabriel saw you from the air as he
winged his way from heaven. I saw you from the window of a coach which had ‘Nazareth Bus
Company’ emblazoned on its sides. There high on the hills above, white against the dark
limestone cliffs stood Nazareth, now an Arab Christian town, ringed by new high rise housing
developments. So the coach climbed the limestone hills from the Plain of Jezreel and we
disgorged ourselves into the town. I looked round at the supermarket on the other side of the
road and at the Arab Souk with open sewers running down the middle of the road and asked
myself, ‘What on earth was God playing at when he sent Gabriel to Nazareth?’ I heard
Nathaniel say to Philip in the gospels, ’Can anything good come from Nazareth?’
‘Here we are’, said
Hussam,
our
Arab
Christian guide, with
whom I was to work
again
on
future
tours.
’Here’s
our
restaurant for lunch’. A
sign proclaimed it as the
biggest
Italian
restaurant in Israel. ‘I
don’t believe this’, I said
to Barbara as we tucked
into steaming hot plates
of pasta and drank
Israeli beer. ‘They can’t
do this to Nazareth. I’m
off to find the Holy
Family
and
the
carpenter’s shop’. Then
I remembered seeing a
video shop by the
Church
of
the
Annunciation. Hussam had said something that clicked. ‘Use your imagination’. So the only
things here that do not change are hills and water. Jesus actually played on the bedrock of this
village. He knew and must have climbed these limestone hills above the village especially that
hill ahead of me leading over to Cana in Galilee where he went with his mother to visit relatives
and as a man to go to a wedding there. And what is more the water supply is the same today
as in his day. So we headed to the authentic site in the town, the spring and the well. Here little
has changed.
As I sat by its side I could see Mary with her water jar on her head tugging the young Jesus
along behind. She lets down her bucket into the well while her young son kicks stones as boys
of that age are prone to do. The stream still gushes from the hills and runs through an ancient
conduit to the well. I think to myself, ‘Mary, thank goodness you don’t know anything about
supermarkets and video shops or about that peddler with his souvenirs in that black bin bag
who follows us and sometimes grabs us by the arm to look at his wares’. One of the pilgrims
has christened him, ‘Abu Ben Bin Bag’.
And what have they done to the place of the Annunciation? Here it is said that the Angel Gabriel
came to a young girl hardly out of puberty. Over the Byzantine church they have built the
biggest church in the Middle East. It’s magnificent. In the depths of that church you can again
use your imagination. The stones disappear from the remains of the third century church and
in your mind’s eye you see even older stones from the first century synagogue church. Maybe
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the leaders of the Galilean Church had pointed out the family home in Nazareth. ’Here’, they
said, ‘The Angel Gabriel came to Mary’.
‘Seen any good churches lately’, came a voice. ‘Barbara is looking for you’. Hussam grinned
as we entered the coach. ‘Just two more churches to go and you haven’t seen the Carpenter’s
Shop or the statue of the teenage Jesus’. Use your imagination again’, I said to myself. As we
reached the brow of the hill, I thought, ‘He will have seen what I’m looking at now’. So, from
here he will have looked out south over the Plain of Jezreel to Mount Tabor away in the distance
and west to the Mediterranean Sea. Here also was the Hill of the Precipitation, the local place
of execution where they had tried to kill him after his synagogue sermon. As Nazareth
disappeared I said the Angelus prayer quietly to myself. So I too greeted Mary in her own home
town.
‘No more churches’, someone cried as we entered Cana in Galilee. ‘Only the booze shop!’ We
got out at the Cana Winery and Wine Shop. Here, I said to myself, was the place where Jesus
came with his mother to a wedding and changed the water into wine. We sampled the local
Cana in Galilee red, and someone said, ‘If I had been Jesus, I would have changed this stuff
back into water if this was what they were serving!’ I bought two bottles to bring home. One I
used at a Parish Eucharist. You should have seen the grimacing at the altar rail! The other one
went on the tombola stall at the next fair. Someone won it and immediately handed it back. It
was on every tombola stall until I left the parish! The word had got round!
Revd Roy Baker

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

SMILE LINES
Lord’s Prayer, updated - I had been teaching my three-year-old daughter, Caitlin, the Lord's
Prayer. For several evenings at bedtime, she would repeat after me the lines from the prayer.
Finally, she decided to go solo. I listened with pride as she carefully enunciated each word right
up to the end of the prayer. Then she implored: "and lead us not into temptation but deliver us
some
e-mail.”
What do you call Santa’s helpers? - Subordinate Clauses.
What do you get when you cross a snowman with a vampire? - Frostbite.
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ST LUKE’S SCHOOL COUNCIL VISIT TO UK PARLIAMENT
On the first day back after half term, we travelled
to London to UK Parliament. We left on the
school mini bus very early in the morning and
went from Runcorn Station to London Euston.
Mrs Cowey, Mrs Dwan, Mrs Edger and Mrs
Wright came with us.
When we arrived in a very busy London we
walked to the UK Parliament Education Centre
in Victoria Tower Gardens. Will was our tour
guide and he told us lots of information about
the history of Parliament. He explained the three
parts of the Parliamentary structure; The
Monarch, the House of Lords and the House of
Commons. We found out about all the people
who work in the chambers, where they sit, why
they sit there, what their part is and who else
can see what is happening in there. He shared
stories of historical events and the history of the
building.

•
•
•
•

We visited • The House of Commons and The House of
Lords debating chambers

Public galleries
Westminster Hall, which dates back to the 11th century
Central Lobby, at the heart of the Parliamentary Estate
St Stephen’s Hall

After the tour, we took part in a workshop about democracy
and the history of UK Parliament, including the actions of
the Suffragettes, when women were given the right to vote!
Bill Esterson, our MP, came to see us at the end of the
workshop and listened to our questions on local issues. We
asked about more litter bins being on our beach and when
the equipment could be repaired at Hightown Park. He has
promised he will come and visit us at one of our School
Council meetings later this year to follow up on our
questions.
We could see Big Ben standing tall in the sun, amongst all
the tourists.
We had the best day!
Sian, Katie, Elliot, Nik, Jess, Isla, Georgia, Emily L, Isabella, Joseph, Millie,
Georgina and Sophie
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ST LUKE’S LIGHT FAIR 2022
“God is light and in him there is no darkness at all.” 1 John 1:5
Spurred on by a firm belief in these words and filled
with love for the Lord Jesus and our community, a
small army of dedicated volunteers pulled together
to welcome over 200 visitors to our church grounds
on Saturday 29th October. Armed with fairy lights,
face paints, crafts, games s’mores, hotdogs, and
glow in the dark fake tattoos (!) our church family
declared the light and love of Jesus for all in the
darkness amidst a soggy start to a mild autumnal
evening.
A change in layout meant the site felt less crowded
despite welcoming more guests than last year and allowed for easier flow for all concerned.
One thing which didn’t change was the brilliant performance from our very own Debbie of
Utopia Creations, who ended the evening with a mesmerising fire dance met with a hush from

the crowd.
We had lots of positive feedback
again, summed up in this quotation:
“Thank you so much for the light
fair…We really appreciate the efforts
of all the volunteers and the children
had a great time. They loved the light
trail, crafts, games, and the fabulous
performance. It's so lovely to have a
church attached to the school that's
willing to open like this to the
community.”
Again, huge thanks to all who
volunteered time and energy and
items to make the event such a
positive thing for our community.

Liz Davis
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THOUGHTS FOR DECEMBER AND JANUARY
December is one of my favourite months of the year. My joy throughout childhood at Christmas
time still endures today. I become a child again! We celebrate the birth of the baby Jesus in
this month, born in a manger in a far-off land. I was also born in December, but not in a manger
and not in a far-off land – The Royal Liverpool Hospital in fact! We share the same birth month,
but not the same ‘birth’ day. Can I share anything else with Him, I wonder? I try hard each day
to follow His example, but I know I can never attain His perfection. None of us can! But, knowing
something of Jesus’ life story and why He was born and how He lived, died, and rose from the
dead gives me at least some hope for a more caring and peaceful future world. At this time,
that is enough to sustain me through the ‘dead’ days of winter. That’s worth sharing with Him
- and others!
The Church season of Epiphany starts on January 6th (the 12th Day of Christmas) – and
primarily commemorates the Magi’s (Wise Men / Kings) visit to the baby Jesus. In general
literature epiphany has taken on the meaning of revelation, enlightenment, inspiration, and
discovery. It embodies the start of something new and worthwhile. This to me has greater
significance at the start of any January than making New Year resolutions which are rarely
kept.
In our somewhat increasingly angry, aggressive, and violent world where respect for fellow
human beings often counts for little, my key prayer for 2023 is for greater peace through greater
care and love shown by leaders to the people they serve – at all levels in all societies and in
all nations! We also need to start caring that little bit more about each other, for even when
inclined to do so, we must regularly take stock and ask ourselves whether we are caring
enough through our daily interactions with others. Words and actions do matter!
From Scriptures: ‘Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holy………’
(Hebrews 12: 14 NIV). ‘But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peaceloving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.
Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness.’ (James 3: 17-18 NIV). KD
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

PRAYERS FOR DECEMBER AND JANUARY
Pray for peace in our fractured world and an end to war, conflict, prejudice, discrimination,
persecution, famine, and poverty - pray for an inclusive world that overflows with love and
compassion for one another.
Pray for wisdom, patience, and courage in leadership the world over, especially in tackling
climate change.
Pray for all caught up in natural disasters or tragedies wherever / whenever they occur.
Pray for our NHS and social care system, along with other public service institutions under
great stress at this present time.
Pray for the work of all volunteers working daily in food banks throughout the country,
especially those connected with the St Luke’s - Southport Soup Kitchen link.
Pray for all facing adversity this Christmas, whether because of the cost-of-living crisis, illness,
loss and bereavement, or loneliness.
Pray for the continued and steady growth of our church at St Luke’s, and be thankful for all the
good things that God provides for us at St Luke’s this Christmas time!
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SERVICES FOR DECEMBER 2022
Thursday 1st December
9.15am
Holy Communion CW
Sunday 4th December – Advent 2
8.30am
Holy Communion BCP
10.30am
All-age Service with
Holy Communion CW
Sunday 11th December – Advent 3
8.30am
Holy Communion CW
10.30am
Morning Service with
Children’s Church*
4.00pm
Christingle Service
Sunday 18th December – Advent 4
8.30am
Holy Communion BCP
10.30am
Holy Communion with
Children’s Church CW*
7.00pm
Candlelit Carol Service
Tuesday 20th December
7.00pm
Blue Christmas Service
Saturday 24th December – Christmas Eve
4.00pm
Crib Service
11.15pm
Midnight Communion CW
Sunday 25th December – Christmas Day
10.00am
All-age Service with
Holy Communion CW
(*Term time only)

“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord,
continue to live your lives in him.”
(Colossians 2:6 NIV)

ST NICHOLAS – THE PATRON SAINT OF CHILDREN
Father Christmas seems to be as old as Europe. Once he was Woden, lashing his reindeer
through the darkness of northern midwinter. Then he encountered the Church, and She
transformed him into a saint, the much-loved Nicholas, Bishop of Myra (in south-west Turkey)
in the fourth century. St Nicholas became the patron saint of children and was given 6th
December as his day. (Parish Pump).
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SERVICES FOR JANUARY 2023
Sunday 1st January – New Year’s Day
10.00am
All-age Service with
Holy Communion CW
Thursday 5th January
9.15am
Holy Communion CW
Sunday 8th January – Epiphany 1
8.30am
Holy Communion CW
10.30am
Morning Service with
Children’s Church*
Sunday 15th January – Epiphany 2
8.30am
Holy Communion BCP
10.30am
Holy Communion with
Children’s Church CW*
Sunday 22nd January – Epiphany 3
8.30am
Holy Communion CW
10.30am
Morning Service with
Children’s Church*
Sunday 29th January – Epiphany 4
8.30am
Holy Communion CW
10.30am
Morning Service with
Children’s Church*
(*Term time only)
“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord,
continue to live your lives in him.”
(Colossians 2:6 NIV)

18TH – 25TH JANUARY – WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is traditionally observed as 18th-25th January. Materials
for the week in 2023 have been prepared by the churches of Minneapolis with focus on how
the work of Christian unity can contribute to the promotion of racial justice.
The General Secretary of Churches Together in Britain and Ireland, Dr Nicola Brady, states on
the home page of the CTBI website: “As we join with other Christians around the world for the
Week of Prayer we pray that our hearts will be open to see and hear the many ways in which
racism continues to destroy lives, and to discern the steps we can take as individuals and
communities to heal the hurts and build a better future for everyone.”
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WHO’S WHO
Vicar

Rev Dr Matt Davis

Readers

Prof. Allan Hobson
Mrs Anne Dixon
Mrs Jean Watts

Readers emeritus

Mr Colin Trollope
Mr Chris Mulford

Churchwardens

Mrs Fiona Grieveson
Mr Steve Ginn

Deputy Churchwardens

Mr John McGibbon
Mrs Sheila Rodger

Treasurer
Deputy Treasurer

Mr Hugh Dixon
Mrs Gwyneth Croft

PCC Secretary

Mrs Christine Payne

Electoral Roll Officer

Mrs Jean Cox

Deanery Synod Representatives

Mr James Patterson
Mrs Chris Payne
Mr Andrew Cox
Mr David Moore

Gift Aid Officer

Mrs Rachel Patterson

Legacy Officer

Mr John McGibbon

Parish Hall Secretary
Meeting Room Secretary

Mr Steve Ginn
Mrs Fiona Grieveson

Newsletter Editor
Magazine Editors

Magazine Distribution
Magazine Collation
Magazine Adverts

Mrs Irene Powell
Mrs Margaret Cooke
Mr Ken Davies
(Contributions by 10th of the month –
preferably by email – see page 1)
Mr Colin Cooke
Mr David Moore
Mrs Margaret Cooke

Church and Churchyard Maintenance

Mr Allan Worthington

Safeguarding Officer

Mr Peter Griffin

Child Protection Officer

Mrs Joyce Eddlestone

Pastoral Care co-ordinator
and Vulnerable Adults Officer

Mrs Jean Watts

Health & Safety Officer

Mr David Hogben

Woodland Workshop Co-ordinator

Mr Peter Griffin

Cathedral Representative

Mrs Elizabeth Lowe

Church & Mid-African Mission

Mrs June McGibbon
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WHAT’S ON
Monthly Prayer Meetings – started in September. See weekly news sheet for details. Monday evening
likely day & time in MEETING ROOM.
Home Bible Groups – commenced week beginning Mon 19th Sept. If you would like to join a group,
please add your name to the list at the back of church or the one in the meeting room.
Exciting new initiative - St Luke’s Youth Group started Sun 12th June for Y6 children and above from
7.45-9.00pm each Sun during term time. It is led by Liz & Matt at the VICARAGE. There are
pizzas/snacks; games; and a chance to explore and grow our faith in Jesus.
Open Doors – Sat 3rd Dec (Christmas Crafts Stall) and Sat 21st Jan 10-12 for tea/coffee and a chat.
Tuesday Lunch - in the Meeting Room on 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month (6th & 20th Dec and 17th
Jan ONLY) between 12 and 2.00pm for food, drinks, and a chat. (NB No lunch on the day after a Bank
Holiday).
Parish Breakfast (between Sunday services) - in the meeting room, 1st Sunday of the month (4th Dec),
subject to volunteer availability. NONE on New Year’s Day 1st Jan.
Woodland Workshop – contact Peter Griffin (871846) for details.
Creche - a creche is available at all 10.30am services.
Uniformed Organisations in the Church Hall unless otherwise stated Rainbows

Contact District
Commissioner

Sheila Kirk
Julie Maher

8th Formby

Monday
6.00pm
(In Meeting Room)
Wednesday
6.00pm

Guides
4th Formby

Wednesday

Julie Clark

833757

John Gilder

876456

Cub Scouts

Thursday
6.00pm
(In Meeting Room)
Monday
6.30pm

Contact Gordon Hilbert

874167

Scouts

Tuesday

Ian Phillips

Brownie Guides
4th Formby

Beavers

7.30pm

7.30pm

Group Leader

875393
07811

907003

Jenette Rowlands

07889 682131

Gordon Hilbert

874167

Confirmation classes for juniors and adults are held annually.
Home Communion - The Wardens welcome the names and addresses of the sick and elderly who
would like Holy Communion monthly at home.
Baptisms, Weddings - Contact the Wardens after the 10.30am service.
PCC – if you would like to communicate a concern to the PCC, the Standing Committee members are
Rev Dr Matt Davis (Vicar), Mr Hugh Dixon (Treasurer), Mr Steve Ginn (Warden), Mrs Fiona Grieveson
(Warden), Mrs Christine Payne (Secretary).
Other PCC committee members are Mr Andrew Cox, Mr Ken Davies, Mrs Ann Dennison, Mrs Anne
Dixon, Mrs Maggie Elkington, Mr Peter Griffin, Prof Allan Hobson, Mrs June McGibbon, Mr David Moore,
Mrs Rachel Patterson, Mr James Patterson, Mrs Sheila Rodger, Mr Colin Trollope, Mrs Jean Watts.
(Toilet facilities are available in the Meeting Room throughout services)
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THE ROTARY CLUB OF FORMBY

CAROL CONCERT
with the

Aughton Male Voice Choir
on

Friday 9 December 2022
7.30pm to 9.30pm
at

ST. LUKE’S CHURCH, FORMBY
Admission by Ticket Only

Price: £5.00

(Includes Mulled Wine and a Minced Pie)

Tickets obtainable by telephone: Formby 382349
PROCEEDS to aid:
Southport Food Bank and Southport Soup Kitchen
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To advertise in this
magazine
please contact
Margaret Cooke
Tel 01704 876325

PEST CONTROL

Wasps, mice, rats etc
Phone J. E. Alvey
01704 213025
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WHAT’S ON FOR THE ‘ELDERLY’ IN DECEMBER & JANUARY
St Luke’s Church - P2 Dates & Notes, P12 What’s On, & Weekly News Sheets for information. Also,
poster page 13.
St Peter’s Church and Parish Hall (Paradise Lane) – 01704 871171
•

•

•

•

Bingo for the elderly every Sun 8.00-9.30pm and Mon 2.00-4.00pm of the month. Tickets 50p
each. Refreshments 20p tea/biscuits. Raffle £1.00 a strip with prizes on a Sun night and money
prize on Mon afternoon.
Singing Thursdays! From Thurs 12th Jan, except for the 1st Thurs of the month, Thursdays will
be full of singing in the parish hall. All groups will meet at 2pm and finish approx. 3.30. Everyone
welcome, regardless of ability (or none), so join us for light-hearted singing with refreshments.
o 2nd Thursday – Singing for Fun
o 3rd Thursday – Singing’s Good for Your Brain! (Maggie Flodman leading)
o 4th Thursday – Chaos Fun Choir
Bacon Barm and Banter – Mon 5th Dec & 2nd Jan,10.30-12noon in The Bier House (on church
site). 1st Mon of each month (except bank holidays). Free admission, breakfast butties and hot
drinks with vegetarian option available. Especially suitable for carers and their loved ones. (This
is an Abbeyfield Neighbourhood project in conjunction with St Peter’s Church events).
Past Times Community Choir – every Tues 2-3.30pm in Parish Hall. Free fun community choir.
Refreshments provided. Dementia friendly. (St Peter’s in conjunction with Abbeyfield
Neighbourhood Project group).

Holy Trinity Church – Coffee Morning for Queenscourt & Woodlands Hospices on Sat 3rd Dec from
10.00am. Free entry. Donations on exit. Bacon butties, toasted teacakes, biscuits, mega raffle, carols,
decorated Christmas trees, angels, and stars!
Formby United Reformed Church (111 Church Road) - Tea and Time Out – started Tues 18th Oct
then every Tues until Christmas 1.00-2.30pm. Meeting people in a relaxed setting and switching off from
everyday life through creative ways like exploring nature and practising silence. (Free event in
conjunction with Abbeyfield Neighbourhood Project, Simple Reflective Spaces and Churches Together).
Formby Methodists - The Carers Support Group meets every Fri afternoon 2.00-4.00pm at the
Methodist Church. The group is open not only to all carers and the person/s they care for, but also to
anyone who needs some additional company or support.
Formby Library (01704 874177) – Mon to Fri 10.00-4.30pm and Sat 10.00-1.30pm – also open for
browsing and computer use
•
•

•
•
•
•

FL can offer a limited home delivery service. Please contact Library if interested.
Tea & Treasures Coffee Morning – ties in with Historic Townships exhibition (Thurs 1st Dec
10.30-12noon). See poster page 16. Coffee Mornings continuing on Thurs (10.30-12noon) 15th
Dec, 12th Jan, 26th Jan.
Warm Hub Activity (Quiz) and Soup Lunch drop in once a week, Tuesdays 11-1pm – from Tues
8th Nov throughout the winter.
Creative Writing Group (Fri 2.00pm) 2nd & 16th Dec – contact Library for Jan dates.
Visually Impaired Meeting Group – contact Library for dates in Dec & Jan.
Police Surgery / Drop In Helpdesk Dec & Jan – contact Library for dates.

Formby Befriending Scheme - FBS will be holding their Open Coffee Club on the first Tues of each
month (6th Dec & 3rd Jan) 2-4pm at the Methodist Church. It is open to older adults who would like to
make new friends or just to have some company. For more information, ring: 07437 479 417 or email:
info@formbybefriendingscheme.org.uk
Sefton Dementia Action Alliance – For further information, please contact Justine Shenton at:
Justine.shenton@seftoncvs.org.uk or via link on Home Page of St Luke’s Church website.
Abbeyfield Neighbourhood Project – Joanne Painter 07831 990653 / j.painter@abbeyfield.com Tea & Memories – last Fri of each month (30th Dec & 27th Jan) 2-4pm at Formby Luncheon Club.
KD
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CROSSWORD FOR DECEMBER
Across
1 ‘How long will you — your face from
me?’ (Psalm 13:1) (4)
3 ‘Let us, then, go to him outside the
camp, bearing the — he
bore’ (Hebrews 13:13) (8)
9 Posh sin (anag.) (Romans 8:15) (7)
10 Solemn pledges (Matthew 5:33) (5)
11 Italian term for full orchestra (5)
12 ‘For he who avenges blood
remembers; he does not — the cry
of the afflicted’ (Psalm 9:12) (6)
14 Prescience (1 Peter 1:2) (13)
17 Where a Hindu holy man lives (6)
19 ‘If he found any... who belonged to
the Way, whether — — women, he
might take them as prisoners’ (Acts 9:3) (3,2)
22 Fragrance (2 Corinthians 2:15) (5)
23 Vine hen (anag.) (Jonah 1:2) (7)
24 Precious stone decorating the twelfth foundation of the New Jerusalem (Revelation
21:20) (8)
25 ‘Will you keep to the old path that evil men have —?’ (Job 22:15) (4)
Down
1 ‘Then Moses raised his arm and struck the rock twice with — —’ (Numbers 20:11) (3,5)
2 ‘You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, “— — murder”’ (Matthew 5:21)
(2,3)
4 One of Paul’s many hardships endured as a servant of God (2 Corinthians 6:5) (13)
5 ‘We ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, — inwardly’ (Romans 8:23) (5)
6 Changed (Daniel 6:8) (7)
7 ‘My yoke is — and my burden is light’ (Matthew 11:30) (4)
8 Recoil (Revelation 12:11) (6)
13 ‘O Lord, you have — me and you know me’ (Psalm 139:1) (8)
15 ‘— to me the joy of your salvation’ (Psalm 51:12) (7)
16 Express sorrow (Isaiah 16:7) (6)
18 ‘Then he said to Thomas, “— out your hand and put it into my side”’ (John 20:27) (5)
20 ‘God has said, “— will I leave you; — will I forsake you”’ (Hebrews 13:5) (5)
21 Son of Onam and brother of Shammai (1 Chronicles 2:28) (4)
(SOLUTION on page 23)
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
SMILE LINES – SANTA CLAUS I am terrified of the Santa at the shopping-centre
where I work. Our HR lady talked it over with me and has discovered I am Claustrophobic.
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WORDSEARCH FOR DECEMBER

The nearly four weeks leading up to Christmas is Advent. It means ‘coming’. It refers to Jesus’
first coming as a baby, but it also looks forward to a day when Jesus is expected to return in
triumph at his ‘second coming’ to establish perfect justice and a new order of peace. Originally
Christians marked Advent as a time when they refrained from excessive eating and
drinking. Then Christmas Day reintroduced them to the joys of feasting. Christmas
celebrations lasted for twelve days, with gifts exchanged as a climax at Epiphany (6 January).
Today, however, Advent is more likely to be associated with accelerating festivity, with the
days following Christmas something of an anti-climax until ‘twelfth night’, on which decorations
are removed. Many Christians worldwide are trying to revive the spirit of Advent by setting
aside time to pray and address global poverty.
four
first
establish
peace
gifts
weeks
baby
perfect
eating
epiphany
advent
return
justice
drinking
twelfth
coming
triumph
new
celebrations
decorations
Jesus
second
order
days
revive
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
SMILE LINES - Christmas card
Richard, my husband, and I had a hectic Christmas holiday schedule involving work, care of
parents, driving of teenagers, shopping, and all the required doings of the season. Running
out of time, I asked a local printer to simply print our name on our Christmas cards, to save me
signing each one.
Soon we started getting cards from friends signed ‘The Modest Morrisons’, ‘The Clever Clarks’,
and ‘The Successful Smiths’. This baffled me until I looked again at our card. I had posted out
a hundred cards neatly imprinted with ‘Happy Holidays from the Rich Armstrongs’.
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GROUPE SCOLAIRE SPONSORSHIP
As most of you know, we have had a link with St. Mark’s Parish in Shyira, north-west Rwanda,
since 2001 and part of that link – and part of the Shyira Trust charity which was set up a few
years later in 2007 – is the sponsorship scheme for poor pupils at Groupe Scolaire secondary
school. This stands in a very rural setting at the opposite end of the ridge from the Primary
School. The main village buildings are all linked by a dirt road and there are virtually no houses
visible as these are to be found on the slopes of the hill, below the road. The church is rather
closer to the Primary School than it is to the secondary school. And between the church and
Groupe Scolaire stood the former hospital which has now been rebuilt in Vunga at the bottom
of the hill – making the employment situation more difficult for the people in Shyira.
For the first few years of our link the school had a separate Head – Kirebwa Eve who visited
Formby in 2002 - but since she left in 2007/8 the Vicar of St. Mark’s has been appointed with
a dual role so is also the Head of the School – which is quite a tall order.
For quite a while the school was a
selective school and a boarding
school – at that stage the Ministry
of Education decided where pupils
would go for their specialised 3
year A Level courses. But in
approx. 2015 it was decided that
all children should attend their
local secondary school as day
pupils. This made things easier
financially but uniforms still had to
be paid for – and health insurance
and exam entries – expenses
which were out of the reach of

poorer parents.

We had already set up a sponsorship scheme in late 2001 after the first visit to Shyira by St.
Luke’s members – initially with
only 6 pupils being sponsored.
Allan Hobson ran the scheme for
quite a few years. John McGibbon
then took over before passing it on
to Margaret and Colin Cooke in
2015. We now have approx. 32
sponsors and 59 pupils being
helped. We have maintained this
level of sponsorship for quite a few
years so the number of pupils who
have benefited must run into
several hundred. Some sponsors
support their pupils for the full 6
years – Rwandan pupils do 3
years up to the 1st national exam and then another 3 years up to the 2nd exam – which is the
equivalent of A Levels. In Groupe Scolaire at this stage, they have the choice between
Sciences (Maths, Chemistry and Biology) and Arts subjects (History, Geography and
Economics). But some pupils are referred to us part-way through their course when their
parents’ circumstances change, and some pupils move on to elite boarding schools if they do
particularly well in the first national exam. Sponsors pay either an annual fee of £72.50 or a
monthly direct debit of £6.05 and we hope to keep these amounts next year. If you can claim
Gift Aid, fees can be reduced by £10 per year.
(Continued on Page 22)
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Although the school year in Rwanda now runs from September to July, it had followed our
calendar year up to about 2 years ago, so we still collect annual payments in Feb. These are
done mainly on a payments website as we have to pay bank charges on cheques but these
can be accepted if necessary. If you would like to become a sponsor – and we believe that
there are almost always pupils whose parents have not managed to pay the fees but who are
still allowed to continue with their education – please contact Margaret and Colin on 01704
876325.
And if you would like to meet your sponsored pupil, there will probably be a visit to Shyira next
autumn.
In past years we have done our best to send letters from sponsors to their pupils – these could
often be taken out by groups making visits. If necessary we have had to use the post – which
is very slow. We have to confess that no letters have been sent out this year – mainly because
of Margaret’s hip replacement – but we would certainly hope to send out letters next year.
Groupe Scolaire has a French title because all education was carried out in French until
approx. 2010 when it changed to English. Can you imagine how hard that was for the pupils
like Fanissa who as Head Girl came to Formby in 2011 in a group of 4 – and who were very
much affected by that change. And education had all been in French because after World War
1 the colonial administration passed from Germany to Belgium.
Margaret Cooke - Shyira Trust Volunteer

THE MOTHERS’ UNION IN SHYIRA PARISH
The Mothers’ Union at St. Mark’s is a Christian
Association that helps women to have Christian
families developed holistically. In Shyira Parish,
Mothers’ Union has 108 Members. Among them
67 are married, 35 are widows and there are 6
girls ready to get married.
To change the life of their families and the life of
the community, Mothers’ Union Members at
Shyira Parish meet once a week, pray together
and save a small amount of money in their
St. Mark’s Church
Community Saving and Credit Association
(Ikibina in our
mother tongue). This saving helped us to buy a
goat for each member of the Mothers’ Union this year. They do agriculture where they grow
crops together and share the harvest.
St. Mark’s Mothers’ Union has the plan of improving their agriculture and make it Agribusiness.
They also plan to promote tailoring and teach young girls who have dropped out of school due
to poverty and getting an early pregnancy. They are also going to create a Social Fund
Association called Solace in Life (Ihumure mu Buzima in our mother tongue) that will help MU
members at St. Mark’s to visit the sick from venerable families in hospitals especially in Shyira
Hospital and those who have different impairments. St. Mark’s MU is also planning to have
materials for different ceremonies to be hired eg wedding dresses and christening gowns for
babies.
Mrs Zilpa MASENGESHO - St. Mark’s Mothers’ Union Coordinator.

Banana Leaf Christmas Cards made by Mothers’ Union members from the whole Kivu
Diocese are available from June McGibbon or look for them at the back of church. 3 cards with
envelopes for £1. Please support their hard work!
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EVENTS AT LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL IN DECEMBER

TUES DEC 6TH - 14.00 – COFFEE AND CAROLS IN THE WELSFORD BISTRO
THURS DEC 8TH – 14.00 – COFFEE AND CAROLS IN THE WELSFORD BISTRO
SAT DEC 10TH – 10.00, 11.30,13.00 – CHRISTMAS CONCERT FOR CHILDREN (0 – 4) IN
THE LADY CHAPEL
SAT DEC 10TH – 19.30 – ORGAN GALA
SUN DEC 11TH – 15.00 – LIGHTING OF THE TREE AND BLESSING OF THE CRIB
TUES DEC 13TH – 19.30 – CHRISTMAS CONCERT
SAT DEC 17TH – 15.00 – SEQUENCE OF CAROLS
SUN DEC 18TH – 15.00 – PROCESSION OF THE HOLLY BOUGH
THURS DEC 22ND – 17.00 – SNOWMAN TOUR SHOW
SAT DEC 24TH – 14.00 – FAMILY CHRISTMAS CAROLS
We trust that you will be at St. Luke’s on Christmas Day! You are invited! Follow the
star!
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
CROSSWORD SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1, Hide. 3, Disgrace. 9, Sonship. 10, Oaths. 11, Tutti. 12, Ignore. 14,
Foreknowledge. 17, Ashram. 19, Men or. 22, Aroma. 23, Nineveh. 24, Amethyst. 25, Trod.
DOWN: 1, His staff. 2, Do not. 4, Imprisonments. 5, Groan. 6, Altered. 7, Easy. 8, Shrink. 13,
Searched. 15, Restore. 16, Lament. 18, Reach. 20, Never. 21, Jada.
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
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