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………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
The Vicarage

Dear Friends,

As I write this, it’s just been announced that all Covid-19 restrictions in England are due to end
in a few weeks—earlier than expected. I wonder how that has made you feel. For some it may
be cause for celebration: We can now do what we want! The government is finally leaving us
alone! For others it may be cause for concern: People are still getting ill. Vulnerable people are
even more scared to go out.
Freedom is a complicated thing, isn’t it? It raises the question: What should we do with our
newfound freedom? The problem with so many types of freedom is that what we do affects
other people. This issue isn’t new. In fact, two thousand years ago Christians were wrestling
with this very thing. Paul writes these words in two of his letters:
‘I have the right to do anything,’ you say — but not everything is beneficial. ‘I have the
right to do anything’ — but not everything is constructive. No one should seek their own
good, but the good of others. (1 Corinthians 10:23 & 24)
You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to
indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. For the entire law is fulfilled
in keeping this one command: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ (Galatians 5:13 & 14)
Both of these passages talk about freedom: be that doing whatever we want, or being called
to be free. And then both immediately point out dangers: freedom can lead to things that aren’t
helpful, or things that are even sinful (what the word “flesh” refers to). That’s quite perceptive,
isn’t it? Freedom can actually have negative consequences.
Of course, the alternative isn’t to do away with freedom, but rather a change in mindset for
those who experience this freedom: seeking the good of others, loving others as much as we
love ourselves. This turns the whole idea of Human Rights upside-down: the Bible spends
more time talking of human responsibilities.
So, what is this freedom that Paul speaks of? It’s far better than the freedom from Covid
restrictions. It’s far better than the freedom to “be yourself”. Paul is speaking of freedom from
slavery: Christians are free from slavery to sin. Christians are accepted by God because of
Jesus and his death. And that means Christians are also free from trying to please God: Jesus
has done that for us.
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Christians are free from fear and free from guilt. Christians are also freed from selfishness: we
can choose to seek the good of others. If everyone knew this freedom, there wouldn’t be any
fear about restrictions easing, would there?
with every blessing,
Matt
CHURCH REGISTER
Weddings - 18th February: Michael Mills and Rachael Yule
Funerals
13 Jan - Lilian Bennett
18 Jan - Joan Nightingale
2 Feb - Dorothy Storey
2 Feb - Joan Cunliffe (interment of ashes)

15 Feb - Liz Pendleton
23 Feb - Richard Hankin
25 Feb - Sarah Ferguson
28 Feb - Ron Williams

DATES AND NOTES
CTiFAH – there will be a Mini-Pilgrimage on Wednesday 16th March at 11 am in St. Luke's
church yard, starting in the church and finishing with refreshments in the Meeting Room.
There will also be a Quiet Morning on Tuesday 29th March at 9.30 a.m. in the Prayer Centre
at St. Joseph's, Blundell Avenue, led by Ted Woods. Booking for these events will by phone

to June McGibbon 871244 or Bruni Jones 876038 .

SERVICES –we ask everyone to do a lateral flow test on the previous day. We are still
wearing face coverings in church and sitting with social distancing between “bubbles”.
For those who want to continue to sit in alternate pews you can do that on the right
hand side of church. For those still not happy about coming into church, you can watch
and listen in to our services on Zoom. Contact the wardens or Jean Cox for details.
We are now using the Meeting Room again for teas and coffees after the 10.30 service.
PRAYER CHAIN – Please contact Philip Lowe if you know of someone who would appreciate
prayer support (p.h.lowe50@btinternet.com).
TUESDAY LUNCHES – 1st and 3rd Tuesdays so March 1st and 15th. Soup, sandwiches and
cake from 12 noon to 2pm. Donations requested.
OPEN DOOR SATURDAYS – March 19th from 10 – 12 noon. This includes Crafty Folk.
WOODLAND WORKSHOP – 2nd Saturday so March 12th. Contact Peter Griffin about times.
PARISH BREAKFAST –will be on Sunday March 6th. Names on the list in church, please,
or contact Ann Wood by phone on 01704 201859.
PAYMENT FOR MAGAZINES – due to the Covid situation at the time of going to press,
it has been decided to ask readers whether they would again be so kind as to put either
a cheque for £10 made out to St. Luke’s PCC or £10 in cash in an envelope clearly
marked with “2022 MAGAZINE CHEQUE/CASH FROM (NAME + ROAD)” This envelope
can then either be put on the plate in church or posted to or put through the letterbox
of Mr. David Moore, 21 Vicarage Rd., Formby, L37 1XT.
OTHER DATES IN MARCH – WWDP – Fri Mar 4th (apologies for date error in Feb
magazine). Mothering Sunday and clocks change on Sun Mar 27th.
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We do hope that you like the new cover. A big thankyou to Philip Lowe who spent a lot
of time tracking down suitable photos and assembling them into an artistic collage.
Philip also designed the new front cover.
NEW BACK COVER
The view from inside the church porch with spider’s web was taken by Ann Dennison.
The photos of the A Rocha award and Eco church awards were from Hillary Griffin.
Top middle is a photo of the Songs of Praise, event taken by the Vicar..
Christingle, the Light Fair and fire dancing, the Snake Trail and the Lost Sheep Trail pictures
were all taken by the Vicar.

REMEMBERING MOTHERS
The honouring of mothers goes back to Roman times. Each Spring, a pagan festival honoured
Cybele, supreme Goddess of Fertility and Mother of all the Gods. Other celebrations paid
tribute to Mother Earth. From the Middle Ages, in England, it became traditional for outdoor
labourers and craftsmen to have a day off in Lent. Later, domestic servants were also given
short leave to visit their mother and family.
These brief holidays became opportunities to go to church. This might have been their home
church or their nearest cathedral. The Services at the ‘mother’ church’ symbolised the coming
together of families. The term ‘Mothering Sunday’ dates from the 16th century. This year it falls
on the 27th March.
‘Mother's Day’ is a secular festival. It originated in 1908 after a woman called Anna Jarvis held
a church memorial service for her mother in West Virginia, USA. She was a peace activist and
a nurse. She founded Mother's Day Work Clubs to address public health issues. Anna wanted
people to honour the mother of the family, maternal bonds, and the influence of mothers in
society. Before she died Anna regretted the commercialism that followed and expressed that
this was never her intention.
Many mothers are mentioned in the Bible along with interesting stories about them. These
include Eve, Hagar, Leah, Ruth and Bathsheba, to mention only a few. A few times God
enabled childless women to have a baby: Rachel, Rebekah, Manoah’s wife (unnamed) and
Hannah who eventually gave birth to Joseph, Jacob, Samson and Samuel respectively. There
was also Sarah, wife of Abraham, who aged 90 became the mother of Isaac.
It is possible that these miraculous births were remembered by the Virgin Mary. She was
certainly aware that her elderly relative was pregnant. These events foreshadowed angel
Gabriel’s announcement that Mary was going to have a baby. And then added “For nothing is
impossible with God.” (Luke 1:37)
On our Mothering Sunday, what else can we remember about mothers and give thanks to God
for them?
Lester Amann (Parish Pump website)
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
SMILE LINES – QUESTIONS TO CHILDREN
If you could change one thing about your mum, what would it be?
1. She has this weird thing about me keeping my room clean. I'd get rid of that.
2. I'd make my mum smarter. Then she would know it was my sister who did it and not
me.
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MIGNON
There are certain things in life which keep coming back either to haunt us or bring us pleasure.
One, which from time to time brings back both, is a little waif with the unusual name of Mignon.
I first read her story way back in student days when I was given a book to read which had
nothing to do with my course work. The book was old and heavy and was a translation from
the German writer Goethe by the Victorian man of letters Thomas Carlyle. Goethe even in
translation is judged by many as second only to Shakespeare. Now probably at this point you
will stop reading and go on to other parts of the magazine. Nor I fear would you actually go
and try to get a modern translation when I tell you that it’s over 900 pages long in close print!
However if you like novels I can add that it’s the world's first novel published in 1795 and it’s
called 'Wilhelm Meister.'
The story is simply that of a
travelling group of players in
what we would now know as
southern Germany. Wilhelm, a
young man of means, is two
timed by an actress Mariane and
to rebuild his life goes to faraway places on business for his
father. Still stage- ,g players. In
their midst he finds the waif
Mignon and tries to fathom out
her story. The child has only
vague recollections of her past
but it seems that she was
abducted in northern Italy by a
group of acrobats who had
clothed her as a boy and who had
brought her north over the Alps into Germany. When we find her she is with a group of actors
and their manager. Her only companion was an old bearded harpist who accompanies her as
she sings her songs. The songs in the book were set to music by Schubert, Schumann, Hugo
Wolf and others and are today very much a part of a Lieder singer's repertoire. The first of her
songs, set by Schubert, begins with the line. 'Do you know the land where the lemon trees
blossom?' I'm listening to it now as I write.
The little waif was dressed as a boy and in that song she tells of only remembering marble
halls with pillars and of a journey over the Alps. Passed on to the group of strolling players she
attaches herself to Wilhelm because of his kindness to her and starts to call him Father. So
Wilhelm takes her under his wing and cares for her. Sadly she falls ill and consumption is
diagnosed. Her death is palpable in the book especially to Wilhelm and to all who loved her.
Her funeral is vividly described. She is embalmed and robed in white and is taken to 'The Room
of the Past' in the castle which is full of marble busts and sarcophagi. There the requiem and
burial take place. No expense seems to have been spared by the Abbé and the local gentry
and the singing is done by soloists, choir and children's choir. A marble tomb has been
prepared for her. It is though Wilhelm and others are trying to make some kind of amends for
what happened to her. The composer Schumann set the whole episode to music in his deeply
moving, 'Requiem for Mignon.' There orchestra, soloists, and choirs combine to bring to life
the sad occasion. I have two favourite recordings. Ask me and I will give you details.
Mignon and her story caught the imagination of Europe at a time especially when the arts were
beginning to move from the Classical period into the Romantic. At the time Ambroise Thomas
wrote a much performed opera 'Mignon' seldom heard today.
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And what of Mignon herself? She had only dim recollections of where she had come from. No
mother and father. Nor brothers and sisters. Only a group of acrobats who were always on the
move between Northern Italy and Southern Germany and who kept quiet about her origin for
obvious reasons and who passed her on to the acting fraternity. An old bearded harpist taught
her to sing her songs to his accompaniment and finally Wilhelm who became a real father to
her, looked after her and was full of grief when he lost her. It was only after her funeral that
Wilhelm met a kinsman of Mignon, an Italian Marquis who was her uncle. He had spent years
looking for traces of her. He revealed that she was of gentle birth and from a great house in
Northern Italy.
Now you may ask why I have written about Mignon in our Parish magazine? Well, simply
because there are so many Mignons in our world today. All down human history there have
been Mignons caught up in war and strife. Parentless children on the roads or on the rubbish
dumps of life. Our children take love, care and protection for granted. Mignon found that in
Wilhelm she had the father whom she had never known. Early in her story Wilhelm tells us that
he was deeply moved at the sight of the little waif kneeling at the altar of a church clutching a
rosary someone had given her, sobbing and talking to God in broken German. Mignon
refugees, with no love or protection, still haunt the roads of our modern world today. Street
children living on the rubbish dumps of life in the cities of the East, of Africa and South America.
Thank God that there are also the Wilhelms of our own day and age who care. Shelter in our
own country and `Mother Teresa and her nuns in Calcutta. One sad note for so many in our
own country was when 'The Children's Society' ditched its prefix 'The Church of England.' In
my last parish the collecting boxes just stopped coming in!
Please think and support our Lent project this year which Joyce Eddlestone has organised to
support homeless children in South America.
Revd Roy Baker

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

with acknowledgment to the Oldie magazine

SMILEE LINES – OUT OF THE MOUTHS OF – QUESTIONS TO CHILDREN
Who's the boss at your house?
Dad is, because mum says so. She just helps by reminding him what to do each day.
Page 5

ST LUKE'S LENT PROJECT 2022
HELPING THOSE IN NEED IN BRAZIL AND RWANDA
When the first wave of the Corona virus swept across the world, Brazil hit the headlines – for
all the wrong reasons. Their daily number of infections rocketed. For the huge number of
Brazilians struggling to survive from day to day, life got even tougher. In England, we were
urged to keep washing our hands, wiping surfaces down, wearing masks and keeping two
metres apart. In Brazil, the people living in the favela (shanty town) shown in the photo didn’t
even have the luxury of running water.
In Brazil, as the virus spread, the availability of casual work dried up, which
meant that many people living in the favela lost their daily source of
income, however meagre that might be. Some, like Douglas, shown in the
photo, have managed to survive. With his home-made cart, he spends
each day collecting cardboard from the pavements outside the shops. He
gets 5 reais (about 75 pence) for each full load. A lot of work just for 75
pence! But better than begging on the streets, which has become the norm
for many.
Close to the sprawling favela is the “the Living waters”
church. They can see first hand how deprivation affects daily
family life. How poverty presents a strain on marriages. How
the attraction of prostitution or drugs offers a dangerous way
out. So the church is doing their best to improve the lives of
the people of the favela. The church has a community centre.
Aware that hunger is a real problem for the families, the
centre provides meals for the children, shown in the third
photo. Most of the children go to school, but their learning is
The Shanty Town
severely hampered by the
lack of facilities in their
homes. No tables and chairs for a start. So the church runs a
homework club. They have recently had a donation which has
enabled them to buy some computers to help the children with
their homework. It is hoped that education will provide a
pathway for the children to climb their way out of the poverty
trap. The church also helps with other everyday needs, such
as clothing. Even down to making sure each child has some
pencils for school. And each child gets a Christmas present. In short, the church is doing its
level best to make sure that the quality of family life is improved as much as possible given the
conditions.
Several months ago, just when I had started to think about the Lent Project, Roy Baker
mentioned that he’d written a magazine article on the poignant story of the little waif called
Mignon. All alone, with nobody to care and provide for her, till Wilhelm came on the scene.
Perhaps it was “a coincidence”,(or was it the hand of God?) but I’d been thinking about “my
father’s House” which was a home for street children run by the “Living waters” church. The
church has now changed their focus to try to keep families together, so no longer run the home.
They want to ensure that the children don’t want to run away in the first place. The heartwarming story of Mignon can be read in this issue. Our fundraising this year will help to ensure
that hundreds of children can experience the love and security of family life, known and loved
by God, even if it is still on the poverty line.
As with other years, the funds we raise during Lent will be split into two halves. The second

Page 6

will be to fund the continuing work on the church-cum-community centre in Butaka, Rwanda.
Years ago, Moses, who became known to us when he lived in Shyira, was sent as Pastor to
Butaka. He was dismayed when he got there to find the church services being held in a
disused drying shed. No church building. Moses asked us to help. The congregation are very
poor, and certainly couldn’t afford to fund a building, so we stepped in. Over many years and
Lent projects we have raised funds to buy land, building materials and pay some labour costs.
The building is almost completed and is now being used. It’s certainly got walls and a roof,
doors and windows, and an outside toilet. The last photo I’ve seen showed that there was only
a dirt floor, and people were sitting on pews made of planks of wood supported by a rock at
each end. The Bishop, Augustin, is at present visiting all the parishes in the Diocese, so will
update us on what is left to be completed. I’ll provide an update when we hear from the Bishop.
Over the years the people of St Luke’s have always given generously to help those much
needier than we are. It’s our chance to show the love of God to people living far away. To make
a very real difference to their lives. If you would like to donate this year, either by bank transfer
or envelope in church, please clearly mark your gift “Lent project”. Gift Aid can also be
reclaimed, if you let Rachel Patterson know.
On behalf of all those who are unable to help themselves, thank you for all your support.
Let’s spread the light of God’s love round His world this Lent.
Joyce Eddlestone

ST. LUKE’S PASTORAL TEAM ARE NOW VISITING
PEOPLE IN THEIR HOMES AND CARE HOMES
Due to COVID, a lot of the pastoral care work that had been “face to face” was replaced by
telephone calls. However, as restrictions have gradually eased, we have taken the opportunity
to rebuild our team of pastoral visitors. All of the visitors have received guidance from our
Safeguarding Officer, Joyce Eddlestone.
St Luke’s pastoral team now has ten people with a desire to make a difference to anyone who
would appreciate a visit.
We have begun visiting those people who are finding it difficult to leave their homes, for
whatever reason. If you or anyone you know would like a visit from the team, who visit in twos,
then please get in touch. We would love to come and see you, to share God’s love with you.
We are now also able to visit care homes again, following the protocols set by each
home.
You can contact the team by calling Jean Watts, Pastoral Coordinator, on 01704 877662.
Please leave a message if Jean is not in and she will get back to you.
Jean Watts – Pastoral Care Coordinator
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
CROSSWORD SOLUTION – see Page 16
ACROSS: 1, Awaken. 4, Quench. 8, Hit me. 9, Sadness. 10, Semitic. 11, Ridge. 12, Testimony.
17, Psalm. 19, Indulge. 21, Deserve. 22, Ariel. 23, Rose as. 24, Beggar.
DOWN: 1, Aghast. 2, Attempt. 3, Eject. 5, Undergo. 6, No end. 7, Hasten. 9, Sacrifice. 13,
Samaria. 14, Yelling. 15, Spider. 16, Dealer. 18, Asses. 20, Drake.
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PERCY FRENCH CENTENARY EVENT
On 24th January, a group of around 50 people gathered by the graveside of Percy French,
which is situated a few metres south of the
main entrance to St Luke’s Church. The date
marked 102 years after Percy French’s
death, but the celebration of the centenary
had been delayed due to COVID. The
attendees included Sarah Mangan, the Irish
Consul General to the North of England,
Gerry Molumby of the Triskellion Theatre
Company, Councillor Joe Riley representing
Formby Parish Council, John Phillips,
Chairman of the Formby Civic Society
together with members of the Percy French
Society in Ireland, the Triskellion Theatre
Company, Formby Civic Society and St Luke’s Church.
Rev Dr Matt Davies led a brief memorial service at the graveside which concluded with the
laying of flowers by Sarah Mangan. We then moved to the church, for a more extended
reflection on Percy French’s life and connection to Formby, led by Gerry Molumby. Although
Percy French trained as an engineer and was also an accomplished artist, he gained
considerable fame as a composer and performer of songs. At a time when music halls were
a major source of entertainment, Percy performed throughout Great Britain and Ireland and in
the early 1900s he also toured in the USA, Canada and West Indies. Gerry delighted the
audience by singing a selection of songs, totally unaccompanied, including “The Mountains of
Mourne”.
John Phillips gave an interesting resumé of Percy French’s
connection with Formby, which dated back to the 1890s, when
his cousin, J B Richardson, was vicar of Holy Trinity. Percy
French had helped with fundraising over a number of years by
performing at concerts, including helping to raise money for St
Luke’s School. In 1920, Percy became ill whilst in Glasgow and
came to stay with his cousin at Holy Trinity Vicarage, which was
then located in the house known as Green Lea on the west side
of the crossing over the railway in Wicks Lane; sadly, he died
of pneumonia on 24th January 1920, whilst staying at the
Vicarage. As Holy Trinity does not have a graveyard, Percy
was buried at St Luke’s; his cousin died in 1928 and is also
buried here (his grave is situated to the right of the path as you
enter through the lych gate, in the row of graves facing St
Luke’s Church Road).
Councillor Joe Riley gave an account of how a Blue Plaque had recently been obtained for
Green Lea, and Sarah Mangan provided us with some of her childhood recollections of hearing
Percy French’s songs in Ireland.
Afterwards, we adjourned to the Meeting Room for a buffet lunch and welcome hot drinks to
conclude an entertaining and enjoyable event; several members of St Luke’s commented on
how much more they had learned about Percy French.
Hillary Griffin
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1ST MARCH:

ST DAVID’S DAY, TIME FOR DAFFODILS

1st March is St David’s Day, and it’s time for the Welsh to wear daffodils or leeks. Shakespeare
called this custom ‘an honourable tradition begun upon an honourable request’ - but nobody
knows the reason. Why should anyone have ever ‘requested’ that the Welsh wear leeks or
daffodils to honour their patron saint? It’s a mystery!
We do know that David - or Dafydd - of Pembrokeshire was a monk and bishop of the 6th
century. In the 12th century he was made patron of Wales, and he has the honour of being the
only Welsh saint to be canonised and culted in the Western Church. Tradition has it that he
was austere with himself, and generous with others - living on water and vegetables (leeks,
perhaps?!) and devoting himself to works of mercy. He was much loved.
In art, St David is usually depicted in Episcopal vestments, standing on a mound with a dove
at his shoulder, in memory of his share at an important Synod for the Welsh Church, the Synod
of Brevi.

17TH MARCH:

ST PATRICK, BELOVED APOSTLE TO IRELAND

St Patrick is the patron saint of Ireland. If you’ve ever been in New York on St Patrick’s Day,
you’d think he was the patron saint of New York as well... the flamboyant parade is full of
American/Irish razzmatazz.
It’s all a far cry from the hard life of this 5th century humble Christian who became in time both
bishop and apostle of Ireland. Patrick was born the son of a town councillor in the west of
England, between the Severn and the Clyde. But as a young man he was captured by Irish
pirates, kidnapped to Ireland, and reduced to slavery. He was made to tend his master’s herds.
Desolate and despairing, Patrick turned to prayer. He found God was there for him, even in
such desperate circumstances. He spent much time in prayer, and his faith grew and
deepened, in contrast to his earlier years, when he “knew not the true God”.
Then, after six gruelling, lonely years he was told in a dream he would soon go to his own
country. He either escaped or was freed, made his way to a port 200 miles away and eventually
persuaded some sailors to take him with them away from Ireland.
After various adventures in other lands, including near-starvation, Patrick landed on English
soil at last, and returned to his family. But he was much changed. He had enjoyed his life of
plenty before; now he wanted to devote the rest of his life to Christ. Patrick received some form
of training for the priesthood, but not the higher education he really wanted.
But by 435, well-educated or not, Patrick was badly needed. Palladius’ mission to the Irish had
failed, and so the Pope sent Patrick back to the land of his slavery. He set up his see at Armagh
and worked principally in the north. He urged the Irish to greater spirituality, set up a school,
and made several missionary journeys.
Patrick’s writings are the first literature certainly identified from the British Church. They reveal
sincere simplicity and a deep pastoral care. He wanted to abolish paganism, idolatry, and was
ready for imprisonment or death in the following of Christ.
Patrick remains the most popular of the Irish saints. The principal cathedral of New York is
dedicated to him, as, of course, is the Anglican cathedral of Dublin.
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SERVICES FOR MARCH 2022
Wednesday 2nd March – Ash Wednesday
(Check notices for church venue and time)
Thursday 3rd March
9.15am
Holy Communion CW
Sunday 6th March – Lent 1
8.30am
Holy Communion BCP
10.30am
All-age Service with
Holy Communion CW
Sunday 13th March – Lent 2
8.30am
Holy Communion CW
10.30am
Baptism or Morning Worship
with Children’s Church*
Sunday 20th March – Lent 3
8.30am
Holy Communion BCP
10.30am
Holy Communion
with Children’s Church* CW
Sunday 27th March – Lent 4 (Mothering
Sunday)
8.30am
Holy Communion CW
10.30AM
Morning Worship
with Children’s Church*
(*Term time only)
“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live
your lives in him.”
(Colossians 2:6 NIV)

UK MINORITY ETHNIC CLERGY TO TAKE PART IN
HOUSE OF BISHOPS
Plans to elect clergy of UK Minority Ethnic or Global Majority Heritage backgrounds to serve
in the House of Bishops have been agreed in what is hoped will be a “catalyst for change”
towards making the leadership of the Church of England more representative.
Under the scheme, there will be at least 10 UKME/GMH people taking part in meetings of
the House – either as existing members or new ‘participant observers’ – later this Spring.
The House of Bishops is made up of the most senior bishops in the Church, including all of
the diocesan bishops and some elected suffragans. At present there are just four
UKME/GMH bishops in the House, out of 53 places. Under the plans, the House will ens ure
that at least 10 can be present, either as members as of right; as suffragan bishops
appointed as participant observers, or as priests elected as participant observers.
(from the Parish Pump website)
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WHO’S WHO
Vicar

Rev. Dr. Matt Davis

Readers

Prof. Allan Hobson
Mrs Anne Dixon
Mrs Jean Watts
Mr Colin Trollope
Mr Chris Mulford

Readers emeritus
Churchwardens

Treasurer
Deputy Treasurer

Mrs Fiona Grieveson
Mr Steve Ginn
Mr John McGibbon
Mrs Sheila Rodger
Mr Peter Griffin
Mr Hugh Dixon
Mrs Gwyneth Croft

PCC Secretary
Electoral Roll Officer

Mrs Christine Payne
Mrs Jean Cox

Deanery Synod Representatives

Mr James Patterson
Mrs Chris Payne
Mr Andrew Cox
Mr David Moore

Weekly Envelope Scheme
and Gift Aid
Legacy Officer

Mrs Rachel Patterson

Parish Hall Secretary
Meeting Room Secretary

Mr Steve Ginn
Mrs Fiona Grieveson

Newsletter Editor
Magazine Editor
Assistant Editor
Magazine Distribution
Magazine Adverts

Mrs Irene Powell
Mrs Margaret Cooke (Contributions to
Margaret by 10th of the month please
by e-mail if possible – see Page 1)
Mr Ken Davies
Mr Colin Cooke
Mrs Margaret Cooke

Church and Churchyard Maintenance

Mr Allan Worthington

Safeguarding Officer
and Child Protection Officer
Pastoral Care co-ordinator
and Vulnerable Adults Officer
Health & Safety Officer

Mrs Joyce Eddlestone

Woodland Workshop Co-ordinator

Mr Peter Griffin

Cathedral Representative

Mrs Elizabeth Lowe

Church Mission Society and
Mid-Africa Mission

Mrs June McGibbon

Children’s Society Boxes

Mrs Rachel Patterson

Deputy Churchwardens

Mr John McGibbon

Mrs Jean Watts
please see wardens

Page 11

WHAT’S ON
Home Bible Groups meet regularly as part of the teaching and learning programme
of the church Wednesdays 10 00am – at 143 Gardner Rd. – contact Rhona Heron Tel 871545
Wednesdays 7.30pm - at 6 Stapleton Rd. - contact Anne Dixon Tel. 834120

Mondays 7.30pm – at 1 Wicks Green Close - contact Irene Powell Tel. 620430
Alpha courses are also held at various times and locations (Co-ordinator Rhona Heron Tel 871545)
Tuesday Lunch in the Meeting Room on 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month between 12 and 2.00pm for
food, drinks and a chat. (NB No lunch on the day after a Bank Holiday)
Creche - a creche is available at all 10.30 am services.
Children’s and Young People’s Activities

Uniformed Organisations in the Church Hall unless otherwise stated
Rainbows
Brownie Guides
4th Formby

contact District
Commissioner

Sheila Kirk
6.00pm
Room)
6.00pm

Julie Maher

8th Formby

Monday
(In the Meeting
Wednesday

Guides
4th Formby

Wednesday

7.30pm

Julie Clark

Beavers

Thursday

6.00pm

contact Gordon Hilbert1

Cub Scouts

Monday

6.30pm

Contact Gordon Hilbert

Scouts

Tuesday

7.30pm

Ian Phillips

Group Leader

Jenette Rowlands

Gordon Hilbert

Confirmation classes for juniors and adults are held annually.
Home Communion The Wardens welcome the names and addresses of the sick and elderly who would
like Holy Communion monthly at home.
Baptisms,Weddings Contact the Wardens after the 10.30am service.
PCC – if you would like to communicate a concern to the PCC, the Standing Committee members are
Mr Peter Griffin, Mrs Andrea Brown, Mr Hugh Dixon (treasurer), Mrs Christine Payne (secretary).
Other committee members are Prof Allan Hobson, Mrs Anne Dixon, Mrs Ann Wood, Mrs Sheila Rodger.
Mrs Gwyneth Croft, Mr Ken Davies, Mrs Ann Dennison, Mrs Maggie Elkington, , Mr. Steve Ginn, Mr John
Heron, Mrs June McGibbon, Mr David Moore, Mrs Rachel Patterson, Mr James Patterson.
Toilet facilities are available in the Meeting Room and are open during the services.
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FIELDS OF HOPE
As the winter tide begins to ebb, we hope to journey into spring with renewed energy and vigour.
Spring epitomises new growth; the daffodil, to me, no more so. Its bright golden-yellow vibrancy,
to my mind, cannot be matched. Yellow was my favourite colour as a child, the daffodil my
mother’s favourite flower.
In the south-east corner of Sefton Park in Liverpool lies The Marie Curie Field of Hope. It
contains a million daffodils planted in 1990 by Liverpool City Council in co-operation with The
Marie Curie Centre in Woolton, to inspire cancer sufferers and their carers. It is an inspiration
to all who wander through its narrow pathways. There are now many such fields scattered
around the country.
If you have never visited the one in Sefton Park, then I would highly recommend you try and do
so when the daffodils are in full bloom during this month of March. I often took my elderly mother
there during her twilight years and always found peace, and yes, hope. The rich tapestry
guaranteed both.
‘For oft, when on my couch I lie
Continued

In vacant or in pensive mood,

on Page 21

They flash upon that inward eye,
Which is the bliss of solitude,’
(First 4 lines of last verse of Daffodils by William Wordsworth).
Page 13

Observing such natural beauty, I believe, is just one of God’s ways of demonstrating His living

To advertise in this
magazine
please contact
Margaret Cooke
Tel 01704 876325

PEST CONTROL

Wasps, mice, rats etc
Phone J. E. Alvey
01704 213025
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WHAT’S ON FOR THE ‘ELDERLY’ IN MARCH

All activities listed below are subject to COVID guidelines /
restrictions in place at the time.
St Luke’s Church Meeting Room (St Luke’s Church Road)
•
•

Tuesday Lunch 1st and 15th March; 12 noon (donations for lunch).
Open Door Saturdays (10.00-12noon) – 5th (including Crafty Folk) and 19th March coffee, tea, cakes and a chat. All welcome!

St Peter’s Church and Parish Hall (Paradise Lane)
•
•
•

St Peter’s Church celebrates its 275th Anniversary with a year-long series of events.
Bingo for the elderly every Sunday 8.00-9.30pm and Monday 2.00-4.00pm of the
month. Tickets 50p each. Refreshments 20p tea/biscuits.
Raffle £1.00 a strip with prizes on a Sunday night and money prize on Monday
afternoon.

Formby Library (01704 874177) – Monday to Friday 10.00-4.30pm and Saturday 10.001.30pm
•
•
•
•

Coffee Mornings (fortnightly Thursdays 10.30-12noon) – 10th and 24th March.
Creative writing group fortnightly on Friday afternoons 4th and 18th March, commencing
2.00pm (about an hour).
Visually Impaired Meeting Group – involves listening to audios and discussions. Ring
Library for dates and times in March.
FL will be opening-up with a series of planned summer events from April onwards.

Formby Befriending Scheme
•

The FBS are still to confirm details for opening-up the Coffee Club and think it’s best
for anyone interested in attending to contact FBS directly: Tel 07437 479417 /
info@formbybefriendingscheme.org.uk

Formby Rotary
•
•

•

“Together, we see a world where people unite and take action to create lasting change
– across the globe, in our communities, and in ourselves.”
For over 50 years Formby Rotary has been serving our local community, supporting
Rotary International ‘End Polio Now’ campaign, and many charities. And having fun
doing it all. Thank you, Formby for being part of our journey.
Close to £4,000 raised from the first ever 12-hour static bike ride last November for
Prostate Cancer. FR thank members of the local Formby community for their
participation and fundraising for such a worthy cause.

Ken Davies – Assistant Editor
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
Remaining Down clues for the Crossword over the page (Solution Page 7)
16 One of Paul’s first converts in Philippi was Lydia, a — in purple cloth (Acts 16:14) (6)
18 Donkeys (5)
20 Raked (anag.) (5)
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CROSSWORD FOR MARCH
Across
1 Arouse (Song of Songs 2:7) (6)
4 Extinguish (Isaiah 1:31) (6)
8 ‘“They — — ,” you will say, “but I’m
not hurt!”’ (Proverbs 23:35) (3,2)
9 Unhappiness (Nehemiah 2:2) (7)
10 Jewish (7)
11 Dirge (anag.) (5)
12 ‘A truthful witness gives honest — , but a
false witness tells lies’ (Proverbs 12:17) (9)
17 Paul quoted from the second one in his
address in the synagogue at Pisidian Antioch (Acts 13:33) (5)
19 ‘Do not use your freedom to — the sinful nature’ (Galatians 5:13) (7)
21 ‘As you can see, he has done nothing to — death’ (Luke 23:15) (7)
22 Name applied by Isaiah to Jerusalem (Isaiah 29:1) (5)
23 ‘All the people — — one man, saying, “None of us will go home”’ (Judges 20:8) (4,2)
24 Lazarus, who was carried by angels to Abraham’s side when he died, was one (Luke
16:20) (6)

Down
1 Appalled (Job 26:11) (6)
2 ‘In an — to escape from the ship, the sailors let the lifeboat down into the sea’
(Acts 27:30) (7)
3 Expel (Acts 18:16) (5)
5 ‘But I have a baptism to — , and how distressed I am until it is completed!’
(Luke 12:50) (7)
6 ‘Of the increase of his government and peace there will be — — ’ (Isaiah 9:7) (2,3)
7 Hurry (Psalm 119:60) (6)
9 ‘For I desire mercy, not — , and acknowledgement of God rather than burnt offerings’
(Hosea 6:6) (9)
13 One of its towns was Sychar, where Jesus met a woman at Jacob’s well (John 4:5) (7)
14 Shouting (Acts 7:57) (7)
15 Arachnid (Isaiah 59:5) (6)

(contd on previous page)
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SOLUTION ON PAGE 7
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NATIVITY ART-COLOURING COMPETITION 2021

The competition entries from St Luke’s Primary covered our usual three age categories – 4
years and under, 5 to 7 years and 8 to 11 years. The names of the category winners and the
overall winner of The Barbara Mossop Trophy (in memory of Barbara who died in 2015 and
who previously judged the competition for many years) are highlighted below. Each category
winner received a £10 prize with an extra £5 to the overall winner - thanks to St Luke’s Church.
In addition, church member and current judge Joan MacDonald kindly offered a further £10 for
the best individually designed entry. The 4 winners received their prize monies, along with The
Barbara Mossop Trophy, from senior staff in their classrooms towards the end of term.
Unfortunately, the end of term school assemblies normally held in church and where the
presentations take place, had to be cancelled this year due to the rapid spread of the Omicron
Covid-19 variant. We thank staff at St Luke’s for overseeing the competition, along with Joan
for again producing the template drawing, judging the competition and donating £10 to the
winner of the best individually designed Nativity scene.
Joan wrote the following about the winners and the competition as a whole –
“Congratulations to all those who contributed their pictures of the Nativity. Some thought and
care have been taken to produce some lovely images.”
Holly Greener (4 years and under winner): “Very good colouring, Holly. The bright colours
draw your eyes into the scene in the stable, and they show the different characters well.”
Olivia Montgomery (5 to 7 years winner): “Olivia, I really liked your use of coloured pencils
to portray the figures in the Nativity picture. You made it look very calm and peaceful for Mary
and Joseph and baby Jesus.”
Ellie Lister (8 to 11 years winner and winner of The Barbara Mossop Trophy): “Well done,
Ellie, for your vibrant colouring which showed all the individuals so well. You have chosen your
colours in a thoughtful way, and I particularly like the brightness of the Wise Men’s robes. The
different browns are very effective in showing the wood in the stable.”
Mollie Leadbetter (age 8 and winner of the individually designed entry): “Mollie, I really
appreciate your beautiful drawing of the Nativity. Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus are effective,
and the animals so recognisable. Well done!”
“Congratulations once again to everyone and especially to those who made their own images.”
And from St Luke’s Church magazine group, well done to all who entered, with special
congratulations to the winners!
Ken Davies (Assistant Editor)
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Call Us Today on 07963 194969
info@karenashop.co.uk

I

www.karenashop.co.uk

22 - 24 Chapel Lane Formby L37 4DU
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WOMEN OF THE OLD TESTAMENT
Little known Queens
You may recall that Roy Baker and I led a Lent Course 3 years ago on Women in the writings
of Luke focusing on some of the lesser known ones like Joanna as well as better known ones
like Mary and Martha. Inspired by the book I reviewed last month, Unveiled, women of the
Old Testament and the choices they made and encouraged by our editor I hope to share a
few of those women with you in the coming months.
The 6th of last month commemorated the 70th anniversary of our Queen’s accession to the
throne and June will bring celebrations here and throughout the Commonwealth. This
wonderful lady is admired by republican and royalist alike for her inspirational life of
dedication and service; a dedication based on her Christian faith. History will doubtless
recall her as not only our longest serving monarch but as one of the greatest. But what of
some of the queens recorded in the Old Testament?
Esther has a whole book devoted to her. Do
you remember how we followed her story at
church in February of last year? She was a
queen during the age of the Persian Empire
which is said to have extended from India to
Ethiopia (1:1). She was instrumental, you’ll
recall, in saving her fellow Jews from an
extermination similar to Hitler’s; an event
which is remembered every year at the
Jewish feast of Purim when the book of
Esther is read in synagogues.
But what of Vashti the queen who preceded
her? She was the first wife of the king who,
at a time of relative peace in his Empire,
seems to have spent his time ‘partying’.
Something the Greek historian Herodotus
viewed as characteristic of the Persians.
The book of Esther tells us of a banquet of 6
months for an elite group of political and
military leaders (1 : 1 – 4) followed by a 7
day one for all the people ‘both great and
small’ abiding in the citadel at Susa, the
Empire’s capital. Lavish hangings are
described, couches of gold and silver on
mosaic flooring of mother of pearl, porphyry
and coloured stones and a party at which
unrestrained wine is flowing (1: 5-9) Can you picture it? How’s that for extravagance!
Meanwhile as the men are drinking themselves into oblivion, the Queen decides to hold a
women’s own banquet for the women of the palace!! How’s that for ‘tit for tat’?(1: 9) And
when the high and mighty king summons her to attend his drunken orgy .to show off her
beauty to all and sundry, with all its sexual implications, she refuses to attend. The summons
demands that she wear her royal crown and some commentators have suggested that the
crown would be her only apparel. In other words she would be expected to appear naked,
though it’s not clear that this is the case. What is evident is that she is clearly distressed by
the command and she did well to stand her ground and refuse. Result - she loses her
position as Queen and the king in his public humiliation and rage sends out a decree to every

Page 21

province that ‘every man should be master in his own house’ (1: 10-22).

Enter Queen Esther.

What happened to Vashti we’re not told. Was she turned out onto the streets or imprisoned in
the royal harem? The text could imply the latter (1:19b). What we are told is how quickly the
kingdom was scoured for the most beautiful virgins who could be found to be placed in the
harem for grooming for the king’s pleasure (2:3,12 - 14) (Shades of Ghislane Maxwell ??) ‘And
let the girl who pleases the king best be queen instead of Vashti. This pleased the king and he
did so.’ (2:4) The girl of course was Esther. What she kept quiet about was her ethnicity, but
later when letters went out to all the provinces ‘giving orders to destroy, to kill and to annihilate
all Jews, young and old, women and children in one day’(3:13) she had to come clean. Urged
on (bullied?) by her uncle and guardian Mordecai, she puts her life at risk by requesting an
audience with the king to plead for the lives of her Jewish people. (4:10 – 17). She was, of
course, successful; that’s what the book of Esther is about. (Chapters 3-8) But there is a nasty
sting in the tail. The slaughter planned for the Jews is meted out to their enemies – 75,000 (9:
6, 16) Another ‘tit for tat’?
Strangely the book of Esther is the only one in our bible in which God is never mentioned
though his presence is there. If you have a copy of the Jerusalem Bible you will find additions
in it from the Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures, the Septuagint, in which God is
mentioned including Esther’s prayer prior to her audience with the king. It concludes:
O God, whose strength prevails over all,
listen to the voice of the desperate,
save us from the hand of the wicked,
and free me from my fear.
In Queens Vashti and Esther we have 2 women whose circumstances put them in decision
making situations which required courage and a stand for what is right however disconcerting
or dangerous that might be, in a world where women were disregarded and kept in their place.
All of us at some time or other will have to make a choice as to whether to speak up against
impropriety or injustice or remain silent. Is there a situation to which we are being called now?
Let us remember before God all those in the world today, including our own country, who are
being abused because of their race or because they are women.
May we hear ‘the voice of the desperate’ to quote Esther’s prayer.
Can I encourage you to read the Book of Esther and in the Jerusalem Bible if you have access
to one and note the differences. Eugene Peterson’s The Message also has some interesting
‘takes’ on it. Numbers in brackets above refer to chapter and verse.
Revd Canon Frances Briscoe

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
SMILE LINES
Have you ever considered that….
~ A bird in the hand is safer than two over your head.
~ A narrow mind and a wide mouth usually go together.
~ A penny saved is a ridiculous waste of time.
~ A stitch in time would have confused Einstein.
~ No woman ever shot a man while he was doing dishes.
~ We need to save the earth. It's the only planet with chocolate.
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WORDSEARCH FOR MARCH
March brings us Lent and Mothering
Sunday. Lent is a time of spiritual selfassessment as we prepare for Easter. It
is a time to turn to God, and grow closer
to him. Mothering Sunday reminds us of
not only the mothers that have loved and
raised us, but of Mother Church, who has
spiritually loved and nurtured us
throughout our Christian pilgrimage. How
many words can you find on these
themes in this month’s Word Search?
fasting

mothers

prayer

love

desert

care

selfdenial

nurture

lent

repentance

learning

spiritual

seeking

teaching

easter

finding

preparation

growing

disciples

flowers

nursing

worldwide

thankyou

family

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

contd from Page 13
(First 4 lines of last verse of Daffodils by William Wordsworth).
Observing such natural beauty, I believe, is just one of God’s ways of demonstrating His
living hope on earth. We hope for many things. The end of the coronavirus pandemic in
2022 would be welcomed the world over. However, the greatest hope lies in finding and
knowing Jesus.
‘May the God of hope fill you with joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.’ (Romans 15:13 NRSV).
Ken Davies – Assistant Editor
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