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So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord,
continue to live your lives in him.
Colossians 2:6 (NIV)
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S h y i r a Tr u s t
Registered Charity Number 1118979

Patron: The Rt Revd Paul Bayes, Bishop of Liverpool
Hon President: Prof Allan Hobson MBE

Supporting people in North West Rwanda, Africa

r e l i ev i n g p ov e r t y
a d v a nc i ng e d u c at i o n
p r e s e r v i n g a nd p r ot ec t i n g g o o d h e al t h
Mothers Union
Aim: To support MU members in serving their communities
Achieved:
•
•
•

Members supported with bedding and kitchen utensils
Training of 25 MU trainers from all over the Diocese
Successful Revolving Goat Loan project

Challenges:
•
•

To extend the MU support across Kivu diocese
To work through the Gisenyi MU to help the most needy
parts of the diocese

Butaka Parish Church
Aim: To provide a church in Butaka

Achieved:
•
•

Building completed
Worshipping community in church

Challenges:
•

Fund windows, doors and flooring

Groupe Scolaire Secondary School
•

Continuing to support needy students in Shyira

Primary Schools
Aim:
•

To support school ministry by providing equipment,
school materials and evangelistic outreach

How YOU can help
See our website:
Email us for further information:
Donations may be sent to:
Donate online:
Like us on Facebook:

http://www.shyiratrust.org.uk
shyira-06@shyiratrust.org.uk
Shyira Trust, Secretary: Ken Davies
53 Stapleton Road, Formby, Liverpool L37 2YT
https://www.stewardship.org.uk/partners/shyiratrust
https://www.facebook.com/shyiratrust

Vicar – Revd Dr Matt Davis
From the Vicarage
Dear Friends
As a kid, one of my favourite things to do on a hot summer’s day on the beach was to dig a
hole. I loved the challenge of seeing how deep I could go before I got to water, and the sides
started to cave in. The deeper the hole, the wider it needed to be at the top. I once made it to
more than 6 ft deep, with it being at least as wide at the top (those of you who are safety
conscious will be glad to know I filled most of it in before leaving the beach!).
Over the past couple of weeks, I’ve been reminded of this childhood pastime as I’ve been
digging holes in the vicarage garden. The soil here isn’t very thick (less than 6 inches in parts)
and I quickly hit Formby sand. Then it’s just like being back on a beach in Ireland, only better:
my spade is a lot bigger!
The reason for these holes is something that happened nearly a year ago: Storm Arwen. We
lost quite a few trees and I’m now getting around to replacing them with red-squirrel-friendly
Scots Pines. Given how poor the soil is, I’ve been digging deep and mixing in lots of compost
from the pile at the back of the garden. I want the trees to be strong and have deeper roots
than the previous ones. This of course takes extra time and effort, so I’ve been glad to have
some help.
All this planting has reminded me of Psalm 1:1–3, which likens someone who follows the Lord
to a healthy tree:
Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked
or stand in the way that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers,
but whose delight is in the law of the Lord,
and who meditates on his law day and night.
That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season
and whose leaf does not wither – whatever they do prospers.
I guess all of us would like to be blessed by God. That final phrase certainly sounds attractive:
“whatever they do prospers”. Wouldn’t that be wonderful? If everything we did, everything we
spent time on and effort on prospered? How can this happen to us?! Is it a matter of doing
good and resisting evil, like some sort of Christian version of karma?
Well, no. Think of the tree: the fruit doesn’t change the tree, it comes from it. Instead, that final
sentence explains how a tree grows healthy: it is by being planted by streams of water. The
planting is what is most important. Where the hole is dug, what nourishment the roots get. It’s
what the tree takes in from good soil that makes it healthy.
(Continued on page 2)
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Back to us, how do we get spiritually healthy? By taking in the nourishment that God has given
us. The middle lines above show us what that looks like: by delighting in the law of the Lord
and meditating on it day and night. What it’s saying is that God’s Word, the Bible, has
everything we need for life and godliness. If only we read it more, thought about it more and
took it seriously, we’d notice our lives being transformed for the better.
So, if you want to prosper in the best way possible, why don’t you take some time out to start
reading the Bible, or to read it more, and to think about it too? And if you need any help on
where to start, or even to find a Bible in modern English, get in touch. I’d love to encourage
you in that way!
With every blessing,
Matt
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

CHURCH REGISTER
Wedding
15th October – Shirley Wright and Jim Feeney
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DATES AND NOTES
Next Bishop of Liverpool to be The Right Reverend Doctor John Perumbalath
(Page 3)

SERVICES – The wearing of face coverings and social distancing are no longer necessary in
church. However, it is totally acceptable for those who wish to wear face coverings and socially
distance to continue doing so. A one-way system no longer operates during communion
services. For those still not happy about coming to church, you can watch and listen to our
services on Zoom. Contact the wardens or Jean Cox for details. We are now using the meeting
room for teas and coffees after both 8.30 and 10.30 services.
PRAYER CHAIN – Please contact Philip Lowe if you know of someone who would appreciate
prayer support (p.h.lowe50@btinternet.com).
WHAT’S ON IN NOVEMBER – refer page 12 and weekly news sheet for details.
FINAL CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX APPEAL – page 10.
SOUTHPORT SOUP KITCHEN AND FOOD BANK – see pages 8 & 9.
HELP NEEDED – to ensure we comply with safeguarding policies we need extra people to
help with Kids@St.Luke’s during the 10.30am services and also extra help at the vicarage on
Sunday evenings for our Youth@St.Luke’s. Please speak with Matt or Liz if you can help.
EXTRA CLEANING HELP – we have a great team on our cleaning rota, but extra help wouldn’t
go amiss. Speak with the wardens if you feel you could offer your services.
PCC MEETING – Wed 23rd November.
LIGHT FAIR – SAT 29TH OCT – Dec/Jan edition for feedback with photos.
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Next Bishop of Liverpool to be The Right Reverend Doctor John
Perumbalath
Downing Street recently announced that the Ninth Bishop of
Liverpool is to be The Right Reverend Doctor John
Perumbalath. Bishop John will join us from the Diocese of
Chelmsford where he has served as Bishop of Bradwell
since 2018. He follows Bishop Paul Bayes who retired in
February 2022. Bishop John is expected to be installed in
Liverpool Cathedral in a special service early in the new
year. Until that time Bishop Bev, the Bishop of Warrington
will remain as Acting Bishop of Liverpool.
Bishop John comes from the ancient Christian community in
Kerala, South India, and was ordained into the church of North India in 1994. He moved to the
UK in 2001 taking up positions in the Diocese of Rochester. Bishop John then served as
Archdeacon of Barking before becoming the Bishop of Bradwell in 2018.
Amongst other roles, Bishop John is the Chair of Churches Refugee Network of Churches
Together in Britain and Ireland. He is the Church of England’s Lead Bishop on Churches
together in Britain and Ireland relations and a trustee of CTBI. He chairs Christians Aware, an
educational charity, and serves on the Anglican Communion-wide Advisory Group of USPG,
an Anglican mission society. The Bishop lectures widely on faith and social engagement and
in biblical theology.
Bishop John demonstrates the influence of the evangelical, Anglo-Catholic and Oriental
Orthodox traditions that shaped his theology and contributed to his formation and follows a
Benedictine framework of spirituality. He has served in catholic and evangelical parishes and
has been known as a unifying leader in situations of conflict.
Bishop John is married with one adult daughter. He is a keen walker and enjoys reading poetry
and novels from various parts of the world.
Bishop John says: “I am delighted and humbled to have received this call to be the next Bishop
of Liverpool. I have come to love Liverpool through my numerous visits when my daughter was
in university here for six years. I look forward to becoming part of the vibrant and diverse
communities served by the Diocese of Liverpool.” He continues: “We have many challenges
ahead of us both in the church and society. A pandemic has shattered human confidence and
a cost-of-living crisis is staring at our face. Anxiety, fear, and anger take many forms in such a
context.” Further: “As a follower of Christ coming to lead a diocese that aspires to be a bigger
church to make a bigger difference, I want to proclaim and live out a message of hope, peace,
and justice…serving the communities by working together well and in partnership with others.
The good news in Jesus Christ breaks all barriers and boundaries and is always welcoming
and inclusive. I am excited about leading God’s people out to proclaim this good news in words
and deeds in a new context and to love and care for those I serve.”
Bishop John received warm and welcoming messages on his appointment from Bishop Bev,
The Bishop of Warrington; The Archbishop of York, The Most Reverend Stephen Cottrell; The
Bishop of Chelmsford, The Rt Revd Dr Guli Francis-Dehqani.
The above is abridged and extracted from A Special Bulletin issued by the Diocese of Liverpool
in mid-October (mailchi.mp).

Editors
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A TIME TO REMEMBER
At the end of the war in 1945, a German prisoner of war in Denmark, wretched in spirit and
separated from his family, received an invitation from a local Danish family who were
completely unknown to him. Mystified he took the note to the camp commandant who told him
that the matter would be investigated. It turned out that the family had seen the German
working out in the fields. Much to his surprise permission was granted to visit the family. He
set out for the village on the day and date stated, his pass in his pocket, and knocked at the
door of the house. When the door was opened he was mystified to see the living room gaily
decorated and the table as richly laid as a table could be in the Denmark of those days. He
was invited in, given a warming drink and placed in one of the seats at the dinner table. He
had never seen such food since before the war. All through the meal the family ate in silence.

When they had finished he looked up from his empty plate into the eyes of the mother who
answered his questioning with a simple answer. ‘My son, a boy of about your age, was killed
by the Germans and today is the anniversary of his death’. The young German internee
flinched expecting expressions of bitter recriminations to follow. But nothing like that happened
and although there was a quiet sadness in the house, for the rest of the day he was given the
best of what they had and sent back that night with goodbyes and an invitation to visit again
whenever he wanted to. On his way back to the camp he could scarcely believe what had
happened. As he neared the gates it suddenly dawned on him that the family had given him
their son’s place at the table in order to offer him, as a representative of his people, their
forgiveness. Then he recalled the house crucifix on the wall and the prayers before the meal.
It struck him like lightning for the first time in his life that God’s forgiveness, if received, could
not be refused to others, even enemies.
If you think that this story represents something that happened a long time ago and a great
distance away you would be mistaken. For our story of compassion was once mirrored at the
end of the war in my parish of St Nicholas Blundellsands where I was Vicar for nineteen years.
There were German internees at Hightown, for in those days Altcar and Hightown were part of
our parish. They were cared for by Charles Nye, the Vicar. His actions offended many in the
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parish. Long past his retirement age he told me, when I accepted the living in 1982, that he
found it his duty to pass on to those German internees something of the forgiveness that he
himself had received in his life. So he arranged for the Germans who wanted to go to church
to be brought to the service and allowed to mix with his normal congregation on a Sunday
morning. He got into a lot of trouble when he was heard to pronounce the blessing in German!
One day, as I entered the church, our verger Stephen said that there was an elderly man with
a foreign accent looking round the church. I went to meet him and found that he was one of
those German internees who before he was repatriated came to the church on Sundays. He
was in the area, so he wanted to revive old memories, especially the church. He described
those days to me and asked after Charles Nye whom he held in great esteem. I had to tell him
that Charles had died. When I mentioned the blessing in German he said that he had felt such
a jolt when it happened and it was as if a voice had spoken from heaven. He told me of the
many kindnesses shown to the internees in providing them with comforts and hospitality but
he said that some were unhappy at retiring collections for them!
So what are we to do in a world full of hatred, violence and war? For me there is but one hope
for the world’s sanity. There are those of us who look to the man on the cross and the
forgiveness and compassion shown to us in his death. It's a bit like the jig-saw puzzle given to
a child which had a detailed map of the world on one side and a simple picture of Jesus on the
other. The child could not get the map right until the teacher explained that in order to get the
world right he had to get the man right first. The child swiftly put the pieces together and on
turning the jig-saw over carefully found that the map had come right as well!
I bet that Danish couple slept that night when they went to bed. In the camp I also bet that the
German internee slept well and scarcely thought such kindness was possible in his war torn
world.
Revd Roy Baker
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

with acknowledgment to the Oldie magazine

SMILE LINES - What happens then?
A little boy was taken Christmas shopping by his mother. He watched the escalator going down
for several minutes, and then asked with concern: “What happens when the ground floor gets
full of steps?”
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VOLUNTARY GIVING AT ST LUKE’S
St Luke’s PCC continue to donate 10% of the monies received through voluntary giving
each year to ten different charities. This is the third in a series of articles looking at
aspects of the work of three of the charities that were selected in November 2021.

YKids is a charity based in Bootle, which works with children and young people. Here is an
extract from a recent update we received about their work:
“After two years of uncertainty, we have now returned to normal, with all of our groups and
clubs being delivered in person. At the end of June, we hosted our first annual Believe Awards
since 2019. The evening was a showstopping success…a celebration of inspirational children
and young people in Liverpool.
Supporting our community by putting on these events is really important to us, and we recently
led a 2 week Pirate Fest event at our Victorian steampunk-themed explorer bookshop Kingsley
& Co, where we welcomed hundreds of visitors each week to dig for buried treasure in our
giant sandpit, make pirate themed crafts, and engage in workshops such as “How to be a
Pirate”. Kingsley & Co first opened in November 2019 and is now thriving, fostering a love of
reading in everyone who visits.
Each term we have continued running our weekly groups for children, young people and
families such as YKids Juniors, Animal Magic, Boss Life and even book clubs for both children
and parents. Over the summer holidays, in addition to the Pirate Fest, we have enjoyed a
variety of trips and events, as well as continuing to operate our Food Pantry. Our Arty Party
event saw children create a range of crafts, as well as repainting our entrance hall in 8-yearold Albie’s competition winning design of colourful pieces. Albie told us: “ The children are the
jigsaw pieces and YKids puts us together.”
The Kingsley & Co bookshop is on the ground floor of the Strand Shopping Centre in Bootle;
during October our Children’s Church have been collecting good quality secondhand books to
donate to the shop, ready for the run up to Christmas.

Hillary Griffin
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CHRISTIAN VALUES DAY AT ST LUKE’S SCHOOL
We celebrated our Christian Values Day earlier this month with everyone in school
taking part in creative and thought-provoking activities planned around the theme of
Families, all planned and organised by Mrs Edger. We were helped by some of our
school governors and Tabz and Hettie from Southport Area Schools Workers Trust.
In year 6 we did lots of activities to help
us understand and appreciate our
school values and had fun whilst
learning. When you move around
school and do learning activities
outside they stay in your mind more.
Each year group learnt about their new
Christian Value for this year. Our new
value is Respect.
We built an obstacle course and
helped our friends complete it either
blind folded, wearing ear defenders or masks. This helped us understand and respect
what it is like for people who have to communicate in different ways. It also helped us
to build trust and increased our self-esteem.
We also made scratch art designs for our Christian Value – ‘Respect’ - and coloured
in candles to symbolise ‘Jesus, Light of the World’. Everyone in school did a version
of the Diamond 9 activity, where we discussed the importance of all our values.
Other year groups explored what it might be like to be homeless (Thankfulness),
overcoming hurdles (Courage), rescuing people and giving them (Hope), having kind
hands and kind words for our new friends (Kindness).
In the afternoon we all spent time with our buddies in different year groups, showing
our whole school value of Love.
At the end of the day many children and their teachers expressed how nice it was to
spend time getting to know each other at the start of the new school year.
Revd Matt came to join us for our
afternoon worship and shared
his thoughts on families of all
kinds and reminded us that we
are all part of God’s family.
Our Christian Values:
Kindness (Rec); Forgiveness
(Y1);
Courage
(Y2);
Thankfulness (Y3); Hope (Y4);
Faithfulness (Y5); Respect (Y6)
and above all of these, the whole school value of Love.
Alastair, Emily, Eva J, Charlie, Y6
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HARVEST AT ST LUKE’S
Harvest Festival at St Luke’s took place on Sunday 2nd
October. The church was beautifully decorated with flowers
and there was a full congregation. The Brownies and Scouts
were present. It was an All-age
Service and the children
contributed by taking part in a
re-enactment and answering
Matt’s questions. When asked
if they grew any food in their
gardens, one of the children
said they grew chocolate cake!
Matt spoke about how
we should be grateful
to God for all the good things He provides for us, and
we should be generous with them. Gifts of nonperishable food were taken up to the front of church
and soon the tables were laden. These gifts will be
passed on to the Southport Soup Kitchen. The school
Harvest Service was held in church on the following
Tuesday and the children from HABLA nursery based
in our church hall also walked down to join in. They
were lovely celebrations.

June McGibbon - PCC
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SOUTHPORT SOUP KITCHEN – THE SOUPIE
The Soup Kitchen covers a wide area, not just Southport itself but also the surrounding areas.
It is an amazing Christian charity serving many needs and many guests coming from many
backgrounds. Those who are unfortunate to find themselves homeless, or those suffering with
problems such as drugs or alcohol, or who can’t keep up with the rising cost of living, maybe
lost their job and can’t feed their family or pay the mortgage or rent can find help and food,
even those living in tents or without a roof over their head. Maybe they have been released
from prison with nowhere to go. All met with respect, a smile and even laughter. A very
committed team endeavours to meet our guests’ needs, either by being there meeting the
guests, packing bags for guests to take away, packing bags and distributing them to the many
families we support, including those with young children. Others make stews, cakes and
puddings and pasta dishes. These are delivered on a regular basis. A lot of people cheerfully
involved and trying to make a difference at this demanding time. Sadly, there are always
difficult situations to try to sort out. We work closely with other agencies. For instance, where
needed, our guests are given a token to take to The Salvation Army for clothes, bedding, and
sometimes furniture for those who we have been able to help with deposits for accommodation.
Let me go back to the early days though. The Soupie has been going for well over 20 years.
Someone I feel blessed to have known as a good friend, Justin Dempster, one of the founders,
helped establish The Soup Kitchen or ‘Soupie’ as it has become known. His vision to support
those in need without judgement is still followed today. Sadly, he has gone to his eternal home
but I often think, as many others do too, that he is still watching over the team! It was one of
his hopes that in God’s generosity Southport would have a hostel of its own.
We at St. Luke’s Formby have been helping the Soupie for a number of years, both through
harvest festivals and regular food and financial donations through our charities and individuals.
We have also been helped in this by St. Luke’s School and Range High School, and this year
by HABLA nursery as well. As many of you know we help a local needy family with a Christmas
hamper which is greatly appreciated. We are considered a regular supporter and our help is
always appreciated. So many groups, individuals, shops, all help for a never-ending cause.
One young lady within our congregation has made several lots of cakes for the Soup Kitchen.
She started young and she has a wonderful heart.
Given the rising cost of living and the desperate situation many now find themselves in it is
good that so many agencies are doing their best to try to make life a little easier - The Food
Pantry, Food Bank, Compassion Acts among others. It is so important that as Christians, caring
individuals, or groups, we do our best to help when and where we can in this uncertain time.
As the weather grows colder items are needed to help keep individuals and families warm. I
include a list of items that are needed leading up to Christmas: tins of stew/meat; hats, gloves,
scarves, socks (preferably black or neutral colours for guests, coloured for children); sleeping
bags; heating pads to go inside gloves; toiletries; and as we get closer to Christmas items such
as chocolate, biscuits, cakes, puddings, tins of ham, fruit and cream etc for families, along with
items suitable as gifts for children.
Thank you all for your support. I feel very humble knowing that the situation I believe God
placed on my heart, years ago when I lived and helped in London, is one that you all want to
help with here in Formby with this local Christian charity, both in deeds and needed prayer. It
doesn’t have to be a lot or expensive items, it is the thought that counts. God bless you all!
Items can be brought to church or to me - Maggie. I am also happy to come and collect and
take items to the Soup Kitchen. ## ‘Southport Soup Kitchen’ can be found on Facebook and
can be googled. There is a JustGiving page and donations can be made to The Soup
Kitchen at 75 London Street, Southport on Wednesdays, Saturdays, and Sundays at 122.15. Email: southportsoupkitchen@gmail.com
Maggie Elkington – PCC
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SERVICES FOR NOVEMBER 2022
Thursday 3rd November
9.15am
Holy Communion CW
Sunday 6th November – 3 before Advent
8.30am
Holy Communion BCP
10.30am
All-age Service with
Holy Communion CW
4.00pm
Memorial Service
Sunday 13th November – REMEMBRANCE
8.30am
Holy Communion CW
10.30am
Remembrance Service
Sunday 20th November – 1 before Advent
8.30am
Holy Communion BCP
10.30am
Holy Communion with
Children’s Church CW*
Sunday 27th November – Advent 1
8.30am
Holy Communion CW
10.30am
Morning Service with
Children’s Church*
(*Term time only)
“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord,
continue to live your lives in him.”
(Colossians 2:6 NIV)

SHOEBOX APPEAL

St Luke’s support for the Samaritan’s Purse collection of boxes began on the 4th September.
The boxes, leaflets and posters are available from the back of church. All the instructions on
how to pack a shoebox are explained in the leaflets, and the information on what can and what
cannot be included is there too.
Last year one or two boxes had been covered in beautiful wrapping paper, and whilst they
looked superb, sadly the children would probably not see it, as all boxes are opened at the
collection centres to check for items which are unacceptable, and any wrapping paper will be
damaged or destroyed. A simple strong elastic band will keep the lid in place and help to speed
up the checking process. Please don’t forget to sellotape the Boy/Girl information strip to the
top of the box.
The leaflet also explains the donation of £5 which is critical to the running of the operation. It’s
best done online, but if this is not available, there is an envelope with the leaflet for cash or a
cheque. Making this donation means you are more likely to receive feedback as to where your
box went.
Matt will give a blessing to the boxes on Sunday 6th November. The last date for placing filled
boxes in church is Sunday 13th November. During the following week boxes will be uplifted
and taken to the collection centre which will most likely be Christ Church in Southport.
David Moore - PCC
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WHO’S WHO
Vicar

Rev Dr Matt Davis

Readers

Prof. Allan Hobson
Mrs Anne Dixon
Mrs Jean Watts

Readers emeritus

Mr Colin Trollope
Mr Chris Mulford

Churchwardens

Mrs Fiona Grieveson
Mr Steve Ginn

Deputy Churchwardens

Mr John McGibbon
Mrs Sheila Rodger

Treasurer
Deputy Treasurer

Mr Hugh Dixon
Mrs Gwyneth Croft

PCC Secretary

Mrs Christine Payne

Electoral Roll Officer

Mrs Jean Cox

Deanery Synod Representatives

Mr James Patterson
Mrs Chris Payne
Mr Andrew Cox
Mr David Moore

Gift Aid Officer

Mrs Rachel Patterson

Legacy Officer

Mr John McGibbon

Parish Hall Secretary
Meeting Room Secretary

Mr Steve Ginn
Mrs Fiona Grieveson

Newsletter Editor
Magazine Editors

Magazine Distribution
Magazine Collation
Magazine Adverts

Mrs Irene Powell
Mrs Margaret Cooke
Mr Ken Davies
(Contributions by 10th of the month –
preferably by email – see page 1)
Mr Colin Cooke
Mr David Moore
Mrs Margaret Cooke

Church and Churchyard Maintenance

Mr Allan Worthington

Safeguarding Officer

Mr Peter Griffin

Child Protection Officer

Mrs Joyce Eddlestone

Pastoral Care co-ordinator
and Vulnerable Adults Officer

Mrs Jean Watts

Health & Safety Officer

Mr David Hogben

Woodland Workshop Co-ordinator

Mr Peter Griffin

Cathedral Representative

Mrs Elizabeth Lowe

Church & Mid-African Mission

Mrs June McGibbon
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WHAT’S ON
Monthly Prayer Meetings – started in September. See weekly news sheet for details. Monday evening
likely day & time in MEETING ROOM.
Home Bible Groups – commenced week beginning Mon 19th Sept. If you would like to join a group,
please add your name to the list at the back of church or the one in the meeting room.
Exciting new initiative - St Luke’s Youth Group started Sun 12th June for Y6 children and above from
7.45-9.00pm each Sun during term time. It is led by Liz & Matt at the VICARAGE. There are
pizzas/snacks; games; and a chance to explore and grow our faith in Jesus.
What If? – another 5-week course started on Thurs 20th Oct at 7.30pm in the MEETING ROOM. See
Matt for further details.
Open Doors – Sat 5th Nov (including Crafty Folk) and Sat 19th Nov,10-12, for tea/coffee and a chat.
Tuesday Lunch - in the Meeting Room on 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month (1st & 15th Nov) between
12 and 2.00pm for food, drinks, and a chat. (NB No lunch on the day after a Bank Holiday).
Parish Breakfast (between Sunday services) - in the meeting room, 1st Sunday of the month (6th Nov),
subject to volunteer availability.
Woodland Workshop – contact Peter Griffin (871846) for details.
Creche - a creche is available at all 10.30am services.
Uniformed Organisations in the Church Hall unless otherwise stated Rainbows
Brownie Guides
4th Formby

contact District
Commissioner

Sheila Kirk

875393

6.00pm
Room)
6.00pm

Julie Maher

8th Formby

Monday
(In the Meeting
Wednesday

Guides
4th Formby

Wednesday

7.30pm

Julie Clark

833757

Beavers

Thursday

6.00pm

contact Gordon Hilbert

874167

Cub Scouts

Monday

6.30pm

contact Gordon Hilbert

874167

Scouts

Tuesday

7.30pm

Ian Phillips

07889
682131
874167

Group Leader

07811

907003

Jenette Rowlands

Gordon Hilbert

Confirmation classes for juniors and adults are held annually.
Home Communion - The Wardens welcome the names and addresses of the sick and elderly who
would like Holy Communion monthly at home.
Baptisms, Weddings - Contact the Wardens after the 10.30am service.
PCC – if you would like to communicate a concern to the PCC, the Standing Committee members
are: Rev Dr Matt Davis (Vicar), Mr Hugh Dixon (Treasurer), Mr Steve Ginn (Warden), Mrs Fiona
Grieveson (Warden), Mrs Christine Payne (Secretary).
Other PCC committee members are: Mr Andrew Cox, Mr Ken Davies, Mrs Ann Dennison, Mrs Anne
Dixon, Mrs Maggie Elkington, Mr Peter Griffin, Prof Allan Hobson, Mrs June McGibbon, Mr David Moore,
Mrs Rachel Patterson, Mr James Patterson, Mrs Sheila Rodger, Mr Colin Trollope, Mrs Jean Watts.

Toilet facilities are available in the Meeting Room and are open during the services.
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ST LUKE’S SCHOOL NATIVITY ART COMPETITION 2022
Age categories
4 years and under
5 – 7 years
8 – 11 years
To pupils at St Luke’s school –
You can either draw/colour/paint your own picture (A4 size) of a scene from the Nativity (birth
of Jesus) or you can colour in the drawing provided. The drawing provided has been available
at school from the week beginning Monday 31 October.
Your completed picture (with your name, age, year/class group CLEARLY written on the back)
should be handed in to your teacher on/by Friday 25 November.
The winner in each age category will receive a cash prize of £10 with an extra £5 for the overall
winner. There will also be £10 awarded for the best individually designed entry. Presentations
to all winners will take place in school or church by senior teachers at the end of term.
In addition, the overall winner will receive the Barbara Mossop Award for 2022. This will be the
seventh presentation of the Award – in memory of Barbara Mossop, a local accomplished artist
and St Luke’s church-member, who judged the competition for many years before her passing
in 2015. Since 2015 local artist and magazine illustrator, Joan MacDonald, has judged the
competition.
Good luck!
Ken Davies – Joint Editor
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Are you a Christmas Crafter? – then we need your help!
On Saturday 3rd December there will be a craft stall during
the Open Doors coffee morning (10 – 12 in the meeting
room).
It is arranged by the Crafty People group (who meet on
the first Saturday of the month to enjoy the company of
other knitters/ sewers/ crocheters etc for a couple of
hours) - but we could do with more items.
So, if you make tree decorations, table
decorations, bunting, small toys etc etc
etc make a few extra and bring them
along. All money raised goes towards
church funds.
If you are not a Christmas Crafter then
come along, enjoy the company and
maybe buy something!
Jean Cox
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To advertise in this
magazine
please contact
Margaret Cooke
Tel 01704 876325

PEST CONTROL

Wasps, mice, rats etc
Phone J. E. Alvey
01704 213025
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WHAT’S ON FOR THE ‘ELDERLY’ IN NOVEMBER
St Luke’s Church Meeting Room (St Luke’s Church Road)
•
•
•

Tues Lunch 1st and 15th Nov 12 noon (donations for lunch).
Open Doors Sat 5th Nov (including Crafty Folk) & Sat 19th Nov 10-12, for tea/coffee and a chat.
P2 Dates & Notes, P12 What’s On, & Weekly News Sheet for further information.

St Peter’s Church and Parish Hall (Paradise Lane) – 01704 871171
•
•
•
•

•

•

St Peter’s Church celebrates its 275th Anniversary with a year-long series of events. Contact
Parish Hall 01704 871171 for details.
Bingo for the elderly every Sun 8.00-9.30pm and Mon 2.00-4.00pm of the month. Tickets 50p
each. Refreshments 20p tea/biscuits.
Raffle £1.00 a strip with prizes on a Sun night and money prize on Mon afternoon.
Singing for Fun – Thurs 10th Nov 2.00-3.30pm in Parish Hall. 2nd Thurs of each month. A friendly
light-hearted group singing favourites from the past, no special skills required! Refreshments
included. Everyone is welcome from all faiths and none, especially carers and those living with
memory loss.
Bacon Barm and Banter – Mon 7th Nov 10.30-12noon in The Bier House (on church site). 1st
Mon of each month (except bank holidays). Free admission, breakfast butties and hot drinks
with vegetarian option available. Is especially suitable for carers and their loved ones. (This is
an Abbeyfield Neighbourhood project in conjunction with St Peter’s Church events).
Past Times Community Choir – every Tues 2-3.30pm in Parish Hall. Free fun community choir.
Refreshments provided. Dementia friendly. (St Peter’s in conjunction with Abbeyfield
Neighbourhood Project group).

Formby United Reformed Church (111 Church Road)
Tea and Time Out – started Tues 18th Oct then every Tues until Christmas 1.00-2.30pm. Meeting people
in a relaxed setting and switching off from everyday life through creative ways like exploring nature and
practising silence. (Free event in conjunction with Abbeyfield Neighbourhood Project, Simple Reflective
Spaces and Churches Together).
Formby Methodists
The Carers Support Group meets every Fri afternoon 2.00-4.00pm at the Methodist Church. The group
is open not only to all carers and the person/s they care for, but also to anyone who needs some
additional company or support.
Formby Library (01704 874177) – Mon to Fri 10.00-4.30pm and Sat 10.00-1.30pm – also open for
browsing and computer use
•
•

FL can offer a limited home delivery service. Please contact Library if interested.
Fortnightly Coffee Mornings (Thurs 10.30-12noon) and Creative Writing Group (Fri 2.00pm),
along with Visually Impaired Meeting Group – contact Library for specific dates in Nov.

Formby Befriending Scheme
FBS will be holding their Open Coffee Club on the first Tues of each month (1st Nov) 2-4pm at the
Methodist Church. It is open to older adults who would like to make new friends or just to have some
company. For more information, people can either ring: 07437 479417 or email:
info@formbybefriendingscheme.org.uk
Sefton Dementia Action Alliance – Sefton DAA
For further information, please contact Justine Shenton at: Justine.shenton@seftoncvs.org.uk or via link
on Home Page of St Luke’s Church website.
Abbeyfield Neighbourhood Project – Joanne Painter 07831 990653 / j.painter@abbeyfield.com
•

Tea & Memories – last Fri of each month (25th Nov) 2-4pm at Formby Luncheon Club.
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BRIEF REPORT OF THE 2022 SHYIRA TRUST AGM HELD IN THE MEETING
ROOM AT ST LUKE’S CHURCH ON SUNDAY 9TH OCTOBER AT 12.30 PM
This was the first AGM since 2019 not to be held on Zoom. There were 18 members in
attendance and two guests. 21 apologies for absence were received.
The Trust Chairman, Mr Peter Morgan, welcomed everyone to the meeting and was followed
by trustee Revd Jane Morgan MBE with a short prayer.
The Secretary reminded members that subs were now back to £5 and could be paid by cash
or bank transfer. Cheques were to be discouraged due to exorbitant transaction charges.
Minutes of the 2021 AGM were unanimously accepted with no matters arising.
Summary of Accounts for year ending 31st March 2022 were also unanimously accepted
without any queries. Previous Treasurer, Mr Hugh Dixon, was thanked for his help with the
preparation of Accounts during transition to the Trust’s new Treasurer, Mrs June McGibbon.
The Trustee’s Report for year ending 31st March 2022 was unanimously accepted.
Mr Colin Cooke was duly re-elected unopposed for a further three years as trustee.
Officers were all re-elected unopposed to serve for another year – Mr Peter Morgan
(Chairman), Mrs June McGibbon (Treasurer), Mr Ken Davies (Secretary).
Mr James Patterson had agreed to continue as Independent Examiner for a further year.
The Chairman gave a short presentation on the ongoing/future work of the Trust. He outlined
five major project areas which Bishop Augustin in Kivu diocese had highlighted for support.
Trustees had agreed to his request. Funds were to be made available from the Trust’s large
donation of a few years ago. The donor had been consulted and had agreed to the transfer.
The latter was to be made to Rwanda very shortly. Bishop Augustin had produced an
implementation plan (with a breakdown of costings) for the remainder of 2022 and the whole
of 2023.The five projects were:
•
•
•
•
•

Palliative Care – to be community based
Church Leadership Development in line with national government criteria – the training
of pastors now a requirement before being given licence to minister
Job Creation among Youth and Women – through the development of work skill /
entrepreneurship training
Fighting Malnutrition and Stunting – the latter being a consequence of the former
Home and Family Life – improving better family relationships to avoid marriage
breakdown and preparing youth for happy marriage

All the above projects were in line with the Objects of the Trust – poverty relief, preservation
and protection of good health and advancement of education.
The Chairman concluded that he and his wife Revd Jane may visit Rwanda over the coming
year to monitor the projects stated above and to restore relationships after the pandemic.
Member, Mr David Moore, asked about Butaka Church which St Luke’s Church had been
supporting for several years through its Lent project. The Chairman would ascertain an update,
but thought the situation was status quo, with the church built but fixtures still to be added work on the latter having stalled for two years due to the pandemic.
The meeting ended just after 1.00pm and was closed with a short prayer by Revd Jane
followed by the Grace.
Ken Davies - Secretary
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THOUGHT FOR NOVEMBER
November, for me, is all about Remembrance. My Uncle George would have been 100 last
October if he had lived and survived the second world war. Sadly, he was killed on the 24th of
May 1944 during the battle for Imphal-Kohima (NE India) fighting the Japanese. His name rests
in peace on a memorial in a Yangon (Rangoon) war cemetery in Myanmar (formerly Burma).
He was 22 years of age and a gunner in the Royal Artillery when he was killed. I never knew
him of course, being born several months before his death. He was called up on his 18th
Birthday in the October of 1940, spent a couple of days leave over Christmas of that year and
then left our family for good. When my grandmother (Uncle George’s mum) received news of
his death I am told she went into shock and couldn’t speak for a week or more. The impact of
the death of a loved one killed in any war, whether on the side of the victor or vanquished, is
devastating and lasts a lifetime within that family. The sadness of loss seeps through the
generations. It never goes away.
Can there ever be an outright winner in any war? Even though Britain and our Allies won the
second world war, for which we as a nation should be eternally grateful, bearing in mind the
consequences if we hadn’t, we must never forget the human cost to life – on both sides!
Shouldn’t human life be valued and cherished more by everyone the world over? The present
conflict in Ukraine seen daily on our TV screens again highlights the human suffering that war
brings.
It was the Duke of Wellington after the Battle of Waterloo who said something along the lines:
“next to a battle lost, the greatest misery is a battle gained”.
God gave humanity choices to make. Peace can only be achieved on a global scale when
leaders of all countries realise that they are there to serve their people and not to seek power
and privilege with a bit of posturing and warmongering thrown in!
KD
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

PRAYERS FOR NOVEMBER
General prayers:
Pray for peace the world over
Pray for an end to world poverty
Pray for an end to world famine
Pray for wise decision making by leaders in every country in tackling climate change
Pray for persecuted Christians wherever
Pray for our own nation as we recover from the pandemic
Pray for our local community here in Formby
Pray for the work of our Soup Kitchen and local food banks
Pray for our church at St Luke’s
Personal prayers:
Pray for yourself according to Philippians 4:6-7 (NIV): “Do not be anxious about anything, but
in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And
the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus.”
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SUDOKUS FOR NOVEMBER

EASY SUDOKU

(Solutions on Page 23)

MEDIUM SUDOKU

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

SMILE LINES
Real-life notes left for milkmen...
~ Please knock. My TV’s broken down and I missed Coronation Street last night. Maybe we
could talk about what happened over a cup of tea?
~ My daughter says she wants a milkshake. Do you do this before you deliver, or do I have
to shake it at my end?
~ Please send me a form for cheap milk, as I have a baby two months old and did not know
about it until a neighbour told me.
~ Milk is needed for the baby. Father unable to supply it.
~ Please leave no milk today. When I say today, I mean tomorrow, as I wrote this note
yesterday.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
CATHEDRAL CHRISTMAS SHOW = DECEMBER 2ND – 9TH
The Light Before Christmas: The Angels are coming, will light up the inside of Liverpool
Cathedral with an incredible display of twinkling lights, mesmerising projections and beautiful
music, all of which are inspired by the first Christmas.
The show will be brought to Liverpool Cathedral by Luxmuralis, the artistic collaboration behind
February's sell-out installation, 'Space, The Universe and Everything’.
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CROSSWORD FOR NOVEMBER
ACROSS
1 and 20 Down ‘Lord of all _, Lord of all _, whose trust,
ever child-like, no cares could destroy’ (11, 3)
9 Moses' question to a fighting Hebrew labourer: ‘Why
are you _ your fellow Hebrew?” (Exodus 2:13) (7)
10 Acclaimed cellist who contracted multiple sclerosis
at the height of her fame, Jacqueline _ (2, 3)
11 ‘At even _ the sun was set, the sick, O Lord,
around thee lay’ (3)
13 A descendant of Gad (Numbers 26:16) (4)
16 ‘Do not leave Jerusalem, but _ for the gift my Father
promised’ (Acts 1:4) (4)
17 Clambers (Jeremiah 48:44) (6)
18 Peter’s response to questioning by the Sanhedrin: ‘We must _God rather than men!’ (Acts 5:29) (4)
20 Christian paraplegic author, artist and campaigner, _ Eareckson Tada (4)
21 Bird partial to the nests of other birds (6)
22 ‘Such large crowds gathered round him that he got into a boat and sat _ _ ‘(Matthew 13:2) (2, 2)
23 Infectious tropical disease (4)
25 Tree (3)
28 ‘No fear of me should _ you, nor should my hand be heavy upon you’ (Job 33:7) (5)
29 For example, to Titus, Timothy or Philemon (7)
30 Week beginning with Pentecost Sunday, according to the Church’s calendar (11)

DOWN
2 ‘O Jerusalem _ how _I have longed
to gather your children together’
(Matthew 23:37) (5)

14 Frozen (3)
15 Established form of religious
ceremony (6)

3 Way out (4)
19 Inscription often found on
gravestones (7)

4 Exhort (Romans 12:1) (4)
5 Done (anag.) (4)

20 See 1 Across

6 Highest of the four voice-parts
in a choir (7)

24 Behaved (Joshua 7:1) (5)

7 Concerning the study of God (11)

25 Time (anag.) (4)

8 Uniquely, it has Abbey, Cathedral
and Chapel (11)

26 Lists choice of meals (4)
27 ‘For the wages of sin is death,
but the _ of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord’ (Romans 6:23) (4)

12 Admonish (Matthew 16:22) (6)
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WORDSEARCH FOR NOVEMBER

November is a wistful month, tinged with sadness and good-byes. The last of the leaves are
falling, as the trees go to sleep for winter. It is a month of remembrance, of poppies, of
remembering lost loved ones, and of letting go. It is a month of bonfires for the 'Guy', and
Thanksgiving for Americans. It is a month of remembering Saints and looking forward to
triumph - the church year ends with the joyful Sunday of Christ the King. And then Advent
begins...looking forward to a very special Baby!
poppies

peace

leaves

remembrance

afghanistan

sadness

courage

iraq

angel

bravery

thanksgiving

mary

flanders

turkey

elizabeth

dead

all

bonfire

guns

saints

gunpowder

war

advent

guy

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
SMILE LINES - chicken rules - One day a new chicken was introduced to the farm. The
duck, who was in charge, showed the new chicken around. "This is where you go to get fed,
this is the water trough and that is the coop. Chickens hang out near the fence, us ducks near
the pond and the geese near the gate. We're friendly, but we keep to our own. Oh, and
whatever you do, DO NOT cross that road. You'll never hear the end of it."
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS
ACROSS: 1, Hopefulness. 9, Hitting. 10, du Pre. 11, Ere. 13, Ozni.16, Wait. 17, Climbs. 18,
Obey. 20, Joni. 21, Cuckoo. 22, In it. 23, Yaws. 25, Elm. 28, Alarm. 29, Epistle. 30, Whitsuntide.
DOWN: 2, Often. 3, Exit. 4, Urge. 5, Node. 6, Soprano. 7, Theological. 8, Westminster. 12,
Rebuke. 14, Icy. 15, Ritual. 19, Epitaph. 20, Joy. 24, Acted. 25, Emit. 26, Menu. 27, Gift.

SUDOKU SOLUTIONS
EASY

MEDIUM

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
ADVENT MESSAGE
The four traditional ‘special’ days of November pick up on the current issues facing us all.
Bonfire Night has its origins in political struggles for power and turmoil in Parliament, both of
which seem likely to continue this autumn.
Remembrance Day reminds us of the slaughter and pain and unbearable cost of war.
But Advent assures us that God has not left us in
this world on our own. He has come to live among
us, to die in our place, and to be our Way, our Truth
and our very Life, if we but turn to Him.

And the Sunday of Christ the King reminds us that
this world with its evil and unfairness will not be
allowed to go on forever. Jesus Christ has
overcome death and will return to us one day. And HIS Kingdom will be one of justice and
righteousness, with no more tears, and He will reign forever. Amen!
Page 23

Page 24

